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Surely  the  Lord  God  will  do  nothings  but  he 
revealeth  his  secret  unto  his  servants  the  pro- 
phets. The  lio7t  hath  roared.^  who  will  not 
fearf  The  Lord  God  hath  spoken^  who  can 
but  prophesy  f Amos  iii.  7,  8. 


PREFACE 


MONG  the  writings  which  form  the 
Hebrew  Bible  there  are  none  of 
greater  grandeur  and  beauty  than 
those  of  the  Prophets.  The  authors 
of  these  books  wrote  under  varying 
circumstances,  in  different  epochs  of  Israel’s 
history,  and  in  political  and  social  conditions 
differing  widely  from  our  own  ; and  yet  the 
message  which  reaches  us  to-day  is  none 
the  less  a living  force,  rousing  us  to  higher 
ideals  of  life,  and  stimulating  us  to  faith  and 
hope. 

That  the  prophetic  utterances  have  come 
down  to  us  in  a unique  literary  form,  enriched 
with  symbol  and  dramatic  incident,  and  break- 
ing in  parts  into  the  most  sublime  poetry,  is 
not  the  chief  cause  of  the  influence  which 
they  exert  in  modern  days.  It  is  rather  the 
eternal  and  unchanging  truth  and  the  God- 
given  message  which  they  contain,  that  con- 
stitute their  power  and  vitality.  It  is  the  in- 
tense conviction  on  the  part  of  the  writers  that 
God  is  with  men,  and  the  reiterated  statement 
of  the  reality  of  the  relation  between  the  Divine 
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and  the  human  : righteousness  tends  to  life ; 
wrong-doing  separates  from  God;  there  is  com- 
fort to  those  that  mourn,  forgiveness  to  those 
who  “turn  again” — such  messages  can  never 
become  obsolete  or  pass  away. 

The  utterances  of  the  Hebrew  Prophets 
are  spread,  roughly  speaking,  over  about  five 
hundred  years,  and  we  may  take  from  750  to 
250  B.c.  as  the  period  during  which  they  were 
written.  Many  changes  occurred  in  the  history 
of  Israel  during  these  centuries.  When  Amos 
began  to  preach  about  750  B.C.,  the  kingdom 
of  Israel  was  prosperous,  but  the  empire  of 
Assyria  was  rapidly  growing  in  power  and 
extent.  Hosea  saw  the  kingdom  of  Israel  much 
weakened.  Isaiah  witnessed  its  fall,  the  “cap- 
tivity” of  the  “ten  tribes,”  and  the  extinction 
of  the  kingdom  of  the  north.  He  also  saw 
the  southern  kingdom  of  Judah  made  sub- 
ject to  Assyria ; and  he  witnessed  its  futile 
revolt,  but  the  marvellous  preservation  of  Jeru- 
salem. 

Jeremiah  watched  the  rise  of  the  great  Baby- 
lonian Empire,  and  he  saw  Judah  become  its 
tributary.  Then,  in  spite  of  his  earnest  warn- 
ings, the  tiny  kingdom  revolted  and  the  first 
deportation  followed.  Finally,  Jerusalem  was 
taken  and  destroyed,  and  the  Temple  sacked 
and  burnt,  and  the  second  deportation  of  the 
Jews  into  Babylon  was  carried  out  (586  B.C.). 
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Ezekiel  wrote  at  the  beginning  of  the  Baby- 
lonian Exile  : the  “ Second  Isaiah’’  at  its  close. 
Then  the  face  of  the  East  was  changed  once 
more.  Babylon  was  captured  by  Cyrus  in  538 
B.C.,  and  the  Jewish  community  rose  again  ; the 
captives  returned  from  exile,  and  the  Temple 
at  Jerusalem  was  rebuilt.  Yet  the  Jews  still 
remained  the  subjects  of  Persia  and  without 
political  independence.  Early  in  this  Persian 
period  Zechariah  and  Haggai  taught  and  wrote  ; 
later  on  Malachi,  and  probably  Joel. 

The  Persian  rule  was  overthrown  in  333  B.C. 
by  Alexander  the  Great  of  Macedon.  Frag- 
ments of  prophecy  now  embedded  in  the 
writings  of  Isaiah  and  Zechariah  are  generally 
assigned  by  scholars  to  the  Greek  period  (e.g. 
Isaiah  xxiv.-xxvii.,  Zechariah  ix.-xiv.),  point- 
ing forward  to  the  apocalyptic  writings  which 
succeed  to  the  utterances  of  the  Prophets.  It 
is  supposed  that  these  fragments  continued  for 
about  a hundred  years  after  Alexander  the 
Great,  and  that  they  include  various  editorial 
interpolations  and  additions  to  the  older  collec- 
tions. Such  in  brief  outline  is  the  history  of 
the  prophetical  literature,  and  such  the  political 
environment  which  partly  determined  its  char- 
acter and  contents. 

It  is  interesting  to  study  the  history  of  Israel 
and  that  of  the  nations  with  whom  they  were 
brought  in  contact,  and  to  examine  carefully 
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the  contemporary  events  which  might  be  the 
occasion  of  prophetic  teaching.  We  may  con- 
sider the  circumstances  of  the  time,  whether  of 
prosperity  or  adversity ; we  may  ascertain  as 
far  as  we  can  the  personality  and  character  of 
any  particular  writer ; we  can  estimate  critic- 
ally the  authorship  of  any  special  chapter, 
and  the  extent  of  editorial  interpolations : the 
literary  and  metrical  form  found  in  the  sacred 
books  can  also  be  dealt  with  and  discussed. 
But  while  these  studies  certainly  help  to  an 
intelligent  comprehension  of  the  subject  on  the 
part  of  the  student,  they  are  largely  ignored  by 
the  great  majority  of  the  readers  of  the  Bible. 
To  our  forefathers,  who  for  generations  read 
their  Bible  with  profit  and  edification,  such 
studies  were  almost  unknown,  and  the  divine 
truths  of  the  Prophets’  words  were  nevertheless 
deeply  valued  and  enjoyed.  And  to  many  also 
of  our  own  time  it  is  enough  that  the  Prophet 
warns,  entreats,  and  speaks  of  mercy  and  judg- 
ment ; that  he  reveals  the  mind  of  God,  and 
assumes  the  close  relation  of  the  human  soul 
and  its  Divine  author ; that  he  laments  with 
deep  contrition  for  his  own  and  his  nation’s 
sins  ; and  that  he  feels  himself  the  unworthy 
vehicle  of  the  Divine  message. 

The  seer’s  mission  was  twofold.  The  word 
‘‘prophecy”  can  be  understood  as  a prediction  of 
events, or  it  can  be  explained  as  an  “unveiling” 
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of  that  which  is  hidden  or  obscure.  The  latter 
is  the  deeper  and  more  adequate  meaning. 
The  mere  prediction  of  events  to  satisfy  natural 
curiosity  regarding  the  future  was  never  the 
end  of  Biblical  prophecy,  but  the  prediction  of 
occurrences  which  had  some  spiritual  meaning 
was  a frequent  subject  of  prophetic  utterance. 
That  Israel  would  be  conquered  and  trodden 
underfoot  because  they  neglected  their  God,  or 
that  Babylon  would  be  overthrown  on  account 
of  the  sin  of  pride,  seemed  to  the  seer  a worthy 
message.  But  the  prophetic  words  were  used 
primarily  to  point  out  the  significance  of  human 
action  from  a spiritual  standpoint,  to  unveil  the 
things  of  God.  Faith  in  the  sovereignty  of 
God  and  in  His  love  and  tenderness  for  His 
people,  an  intense  yearning  after  righteousness 
together  with  the  conviction  that  it  would  one 
day  reign  upon  the  earth,  these  ideas,  form  the 
keynote  to  Hebrew  prophecy.  It  is  perhaps 
interesting  to  note  that  while  before  the  cap- 
tivity the  “doom’^  of  Israel  is  frequently  pro- 
nounced, the  “ doom  ” of  the  nations  is  usually 
the  subject  of  the  Prophet’s  warning  after 
that  event.  When  Israel  has  expiated  its  sins, 
the  nations  who  oppress  the  chosen  people  be- 
come subject  to  the  wrath  of  the  Lord. 

In  reading  the  Prophets  the  gradual  de- 
velopment of  spiritual  knowledge  must  never 
be  lost  sight  of.  Through  all  the  books  of 
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the  Old  Testament  we  learn  how  the  religious 
education  of  the  Israelite  branch  of  the  human 
race  was  carried  on,  and  how  men  were  like 
children,  slow  in  grasping  that  which  was  vast 
and  sublime  and  far  above  them. 

The  origin  and  growth  of  the  monotheistic 
idea  has  frequently  been  dealt  with  by  writers 
on  Biblical  criticism.  The  theocracy  founded 
by  Moses,  in  spite  of  backslidings,  lived  on, 
and  the  knowledge  of  the  God  of  Israel  in 
relation  to  the  “other  gods”  of  the  heathen, 
and  in  relation  to  His  own  chosen  people,  was 
gradually  purified  and  defined.  The  conviction 
that  there  is  but  One  God,  that  all  nations  are 
His  children,  and  will  ultimately  be  drawn  into 
His  service,  was  only  after  long  experience 
perceived  and  grasped  by  the  religious  con- 
sciousness of  Israel.  The  belief  that  God 
controlled  the  national  successes  and  reverses 
was  deep  and  profound.  But  how  far  adversity 
always  signified  the  Divine  displeasure  became 
a difficult  problem,  and  the  knowledge  that 
chastisement  might  be  sent  in  mercy  as  a 
correction,  and  not  in  anger,  was  arrived  at  as 
a triumph  of  faith.  In  Amos,  the  earliest  of 
the  Prophets,  we  find  that  God  is  invoked  as  a 
king  and  a judge  of  His  people  ; in  Hosea,  the 
relationship  is  much  closer  and  more  intimate, 
and  is  likened  to  that  of  father  and  son  or  of 
husband  and  wife.  But  throughout  the  spiritual 
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drama  unfolded  before  us  the  Divine  voice  is 
heard  calling  His  people  to  Himself.  What 
position  exactly  the  “ false  prophets  ” occupied 
in  Israel  has  been  the  subject  of  discussion 
among  commentators.  They  are  likened  to 
false  shepherds,  to  watchmen  who  are  faithless 
to  their  mission.  Perhaps  they  were  mere  im- 
postors prophesying  for  gain  or  reward,  per- 
haps they  possessed  some  spark  of  Divine  truth 
which  mingled  with  the  misleading  message 
* they  set  forth. 

In  the  prophetic  writings  the  burst  of  triumph, 
the  wail  of  woe,  and  the  voice  of  God  pleading 
with  the  souls  which  He  has  made,  reach  a 
sublime  height  and  pathos.  The  firm  belief  in 
an  ideal  which  would  one  day  be  realised  was 
a constant  characteristic.  No  despair  seemed 
deep  enough  to  annihilate  hope ; when  the 
abyss  of  despondency  was  reached,  the  pen- 
dulum swung  back,  and  we  hear  again  the 
voice  of  assurance.  God’s  people  would  not 
be  forsaken,  sin  would  be  purged  away ; an 
unshakable  faith  in  deliverance  by  the  Divine 
hand  was  ever  present  even  in  the  darkest 
moments  of  Israel’s  history.  When  the  lowest 
depths  had  been  reached,  the  confident  prayer 
could  be  poured  forth,  “Turn  us,  O Lord,  and 
we  shall  be  turned  ; renew  our  days  as  of  old.” 
And  if  in  consequence  of  sin  the  ideal  would 
not  be  reached  except  through  chastisement 
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and  suffering,  men  could  return  and  repent 
before  the  Day  of  the  Lord  came,  and  so  avert 
the  catastrophe. 

To  look  back  in  repentance,  and  to  look 
forward  with  hope,  is  an  attitude  eternally  de- 
sirable in  the  spiritual  kingdom  as  long  as  men 
sin  and  suffer  on  the  earth. 

Attention  has  been  called  by  some  critics  of 
the  prophetic  books  to  the  pessimistic  tone  in 
parts  of  these  writings.  But  the  despairing  note 
is  surely  directed  to  human  shortcomings,  and 
expresses  sadness  at  the  consequent  alienation 
from  God,  and  such  feelings  are  not  due  to  any 
want  of  faith  in  the  Divine.  The  doubt  whether 
God’s  hand  can  uplift  in  spite  of  evil  and  men’s 
wrongdoing  may  have  been  occasionally  the 
cause  of  griof  or  despondency  ; but  the  lament 
is  generally  over  the  blindness  and  obstinacy 
of  Israel  who  have  forgotten  their  mission 
and  who  are  neglecting  their  birthright.  The 
Prophet’s  sense  of  nearness  to  God  and  of 
being  a ‘‘chosen  vessel”  gave  rise  to  solitude 
and  loneliness.  He  was  set  apart,  and  was 
“a  voice  crying  in  the  wilderness.”  Jeremiah, 
who  has  been  called  “the  weeping  Prophet  of 
Israel,”  was  possessed  by  his  message.  “ O 
Lord,  thou  knowest : remember  me,  and  visit  me, 
and  revenge  me  of  my  persecutors ; take  me  not 
away  in  thy  longsuffering  : know  that  for  thy 
sake  I have  suffered  rebuke.  Thy  words  were 
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found,  and  I did  eat  them,  and  thy  word  was 
unto  me  the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  my  heart,  for 
I am  called  by  thy  name,  O Lord  of  hosts.” 
Jeremiah’s  calling  and  the  sense  of  his  Divine 
mission  seem  ever  present : he  sees  the  familiar 
sight  of  the  clay  in  the  hand  of  the  potter,  and, 
mindful  of  his  charge,  like  a true  Prophet,  he 
at  once  uses  it  as  a symbol  of  Divine  warning. 
There  is  an  authority  in  the  frequent  expression 
“Thus  saith  the  Lord”  which  commands  the 
attention  of  the  listener,  and  which  assumes 
faith  in  God  and  a knowledge  of  His  ways  on 
the  part  of  the  Prophet.  But,  though  possessed 
with  this  sense  of  personal  communion  with 
God,  the  prophetic  attitude  of  mind  was  one  of 
humility  and  awe.  There  is  no  assumption  of 
superiority,  and,  if  we  except  Isaiah  xxxviii., 
practically  no  working  of  miracles.  The  Prophet 
is  at  once  the  conscience  of  his  fellow-men  and 
their  servant : his  plain  duty  is  to  answer  the 
call,  and  to  speak  the  message  faithfully.  What- 
ever insight  he  has  is  from  above,  and  he  has 
no  personal  self-consciousness  or  part  in  the 
knowledge  which  comes  to  him. 

It  has  been  well  said  by  Professor  Robertson 
Smith  when  writing  on  the  Prophets,  that  “ the 
revelation  recorded  in  the  Bible  is  a jewel 
which  God  has  given  us  in  the  setting  of  human 
history,”  and  surely  the  revelation  of  the  con- 
stant presence  of  God  and  of  the  Divine  in 
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daily  life  is  a truth  which  shines  brightly,  throw- 
ing light  on  the  making  of  character  and  con- 
duct in  all  ages.  In  the  prophetic  writings  we 
can  indeed  find  “Golden  Thoughts”  which 
should  inspire  us  and  help  us  on  life’s  way. 
There  is  but  little  worldly  wisdom  perhaps,  and 
few,  if  any,  pithy  maxims  which  strike  the  ear  : 
but  there  is  the  ideal  of  a Righteousness  which 
we  must  choose  if  we  would  live,  and  the  power 
of  making  that  choice  is  earnestly  pressed  upon 
us  : there  is  the  revelation  of  God  as  a Father 
and  King  dwelling  in  the  souls  of  men,  and 
contending  with  wayward  and  rebellious  hearts 
till  He  can  draw  them  to  Himself. 


F.  G.  M. 


NOTE 


The  Authorised  Version  has  been  mainly  adopted  in 
compiling  this  little  volume,  but  in  a few  instances 
the  Revised  Version  has  seemed  preferable.  The 
Book  of  Daniel  has  been  purposely  omitted,  as  it 
belongs  to  the  Apocalyptic  writings  rather  than  to 
those  of  the  Prophets. 
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THE  CALL  OF  THE 
PROPHET 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass  afterward^  that  I 
will  pour  out  my  spirit  itpon  all  flesh  j and 
yoicr  sons  and  your  daughters  shall  prophesy^ 
your  old  me7i  shall  dream  dreams^  your  young 
men  shall  see  visions.  Joel  ii.  28. 
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THE  CALL  OF  THE  PROPHET 


Now  it  came  to  pass  in  the  thirteenth  year, 
in  the  fourth  month,  in  the  fifth  day  of  the 
month,  as  I was  among  the  captives  by  the 
river  of  Chebar,  that  the  heavens  were  opened, 
and  I saw  visions  of  God.  In  the  fifth  day  of 
the  month,  which  was  the  fifth  year  of  king 
Jehoiachin’s  captivity,  the  word  of  the  Lord 
came  expressly  unto  Ezekiel  the  priest,  the  son 
of  Buzi,  in  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans  by  the 
river  Chebar  ; and  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was 
there  upon  him.  And  I looked,  and,  behold,  a 
whirlwind  came  out  of  the  north,  a great  cloud, 
and  a fire  infolding  itself,  and  a brightness  was 
about  it,  and  out  of  the  midst  thereof  as  the 
colour  of  amber,  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire. 
Also  out  of  the  midst  thereof  came  the  like- 
ness of  four  living  creatures.  . . . 
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And  they  went  every  one  straight  forward  : 
whither  the  spirit  was  to  go,  they  went ; and 
they  turned  not  when  they  went.  As  for  the 
likeness  of  the  living  creatures,  their  appearance 
was  like  burning  coals  of  fire,  and  like  the 
appearance  of  lamps  : it  went  up  and  down 
among  the  living  creatures ; and  the  fire  was 
bright,  and  out  of  the  fire  went  forth  lightning. 
And  the  living  creatures  ran  and  returned  as 
the  appearance  of  a flash  of  lightning. 

And  when  they  went,  I heard  the  noise  of 
their  wings,  like  the  noise  of  great  waters,  as 
the  voice  of  the  Almighty,  the  voice  of  speech, 
as  the  noise  of  an  host  : when  they  stood,  they 
let  down  their  wings.  And  there  was  a voice 
from  the  firmament  that  was  over  their  heads, 
when  they  stood,  and  had  let  down  their  wings. 
And  above  the  firmament  that  was  over  their 
heads  was  the  likeness  of  a throne,  as  the 
appearance  of  a sapphire  stone ; and  upon  the 
likeness  of  the  throne  was  the  likeness  as  the 
appearance  of  a man  above  upon  it.  And  I saw 
as  the  colour  of  amber,  as  the  appearance  of 
fire  round  about  within  it,  from  the  appearance 
of  his  loins  even  upward,  and  from  the  appear- 
ance of  his  loins  even  downward,  I saw  as  it 
were  the  appearance  of  fire,  and  it  had  bright- 
ness round  about.  As  the  appearance  of  the 
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bow  that  is  in  the  cloud  in  the  day  of  rain,  so 
was  the  appearance  of  the  brightness  round 
about.  This  was  the  appearance  of  the  likeness 
of  the  glory  of  the  Lord.  And  when  I saw  it,  I 
fell  upon  my  face,  and  I heard  a voice  of  one 
that  spake. — Ezekiel  i.  1-5  ; 12-14  ; 24-28. 

And  he  said  unto  me.  Son  of  man,  stand  upon 
thy  feet,  and  I will  speak  unto  thee.  And  the 
spirit  entered  into  me  when  he  spake  unto  me, 
and  set  me  upon  my  feet,  that  I heard  him  that 
spake  unto  me.  And  he  said  unto  me,  Son  of 
man,  I send  thee  to  the  children  of  Israel,  to  a 
rebellious  nation  that  hath  rebelled  against  me  : 
they  and  their  fathers  have  transgressed  against 
me,  even  unto  this  very  day.  For  they  are 
impudent  children  and  stiff-hearted.  I do  send 
thee  unto  them  ; and  thou  shalt  say  unto  them. 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  God.  And  they,  whether 
they  will  hear,  or  whether  they  will  forbear,  (for 
they  are  a rebellious  house,)  yet  shall  know  that 
there  hath  been  a prophet  among  them. 

And  thou,  son  of  man,  be  not  afraid  of  them, 
neither  be  afraid  of  their  words,  though  briars 
and  thorns  be  with  thee,  and  thou  dost  dwell 
among  scorpions  : be  not  afraid  of  their  words, 
nor  be  dismayed  at  their  looks,  though  they  be 
a rebellious  house.  And  thou  shalt  speak  my 
words  unto  them,  whether  they  will  hear,  or 
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whether  they  will  forbear : for  they  are  most 
rebellious.  But  thou,  son  of  man,  hear  what  I 
say  unto  thee ; be  not  thou  rebellious  like  that 
rebellious  house  : open  thy  mouth,  and  eat  that 
I give  thee. 

And  when  I looked,  behold,  an  hand  was  sent 
unto  me  ; and,  lo,  a roll  of  a book  was  therein  : 
and  he  spread  it  before  me  : and  it  was  written 
within  and  without  : and  there  was  written 
therein  lamentations,  and  mourning,  and  woe. 

_ Ezekiel  ii. 

In  the  year  that  king  Uzziah  died  I saw  also 
the  Lord  sitting  upon  a throne,  high  and  lifted 
up,  and  his  train  filled  the  temple.  Above  it 
stood  the  seraphim  : each  one  had  six  wings ; 
with  twain  he  covered  his  face,  and  with  twain 
he  covered  his  feet,  and  with  twain  he  did  fly. 
And  one  cried  unto  another,  and  said.  Holy, 
holy,  holy,  is  the  Lord  of  hosts  : the  whole 
earth  is  full  of  his  glory.  And  the  posts  of  the 
door  moved  at  the  voice  of  him  that  cried,  and 
the  house  was  filled  with  smoke. 

Then  said  I,  Woe  is  me  ! for  I am  undone  ; 
because  I am  a man  of  unclean  lips,  and  I 
dwell  in  the  midst  of  a people  of  unclean  lips  : 
for  mine  eyes  have  seen  the  King,  the  Lord  of 
hosts.  Then  flew  one  of  the  seraphim  unto 
me,  having  a live  coal  in  his  hand,  which  he 
had  taken  with  the  tongs  from  off  the  altar : 
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and  he  laid  it  upon  my  mouth,  and  said,  Lo, 
this  hath  touched  thy  lips  ; and  thine  iniquity 
is  taken  away,  and  thy  sin  purged.  Also  I 
heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  saying.  Whom 
shall  I send,  and  who  will  go  for  us  ? Then 
said  I,  Here  am  I : send  me. 

And  he  said.  Go,  and  tell  this  people.  Hear 
ye  indeed,  but  understand  not ; and  see  ye 
indeed,  but  perceive  not.  Make  the  heart  of 
this  people  fat,  and  make  their  ears  heavy,  and 
shut  their  eyes ; lest  they  see  with  their  eyes, 
and  hear  with  their  ears,  and  understand  with 
their  heart,  and  turn  again,  and  be  healed. 
Then  said  I,  Lord,  how  long.^  And  he  answered. 
Until  the  cities  be  wasted  without  inhabitant, 
and  the  houses  without  man,  and  the  land  be 
utterly  desolate,  and  the  Lord  have  removed 
men  far  away,  and  there  be  a great  forsaking  in 
the  midst  of  the  land.  And  if  there  be  yet  a 
truth  in  it,  it  shall  again  be  eaten  up  ; yet,  as 
the  terebinth  and  the  oak,  when  they  are  cut 
down,  have  their  stock  remaining,  even  so  a 
holy  seed  shall  be  the  stock  thereof. 


The  spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me  ; 
because  the  Lord  hath  anointed  me  to  preach 
good  tidings  unto  the  meek  : he  hath  sent  me 
to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  to  proclaim 
liberty  to  the  captives  and  the  opening  of  the 
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prison  to  them  that  are  bound  ; to  proclaim 
the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord,  and  the  day  of 
vengeance  of  our  God  : to  comfort  all  that 
mourn.  . . . — Isaiah  Ixi.  i,  2. 

Then  answered  Amos,  and  said  to  Amaziah, 
I am  no  prophet,  neither  am  I a prophet’s  son ; 
but  I am  an  herdman,  and  a gatherer  of  syca- 
more fruit : and  the  Lord  took  me  as  I followed 
the  flock,  and  the  Lord  said  unto  me.  Go, 
prophesy  unto  my  people  Israel. 

Amos\\\,  14,  15. 

Also,  thou  son  of  man,  the  children  of  thy 
people  still  are  talking  against  thee  by  the  walls 
and  in  the  doors  of  the  houses,  and  speak  one 
to  another,  every  one  to  his  brother,  saying. 
Come,  I pray  you,  and  hear  what  is  the  word 
that  cometh  forth  from  the  Lord.  And  they 
come  unto  thee  as  the  people  cometh,  and  they 
sit  before  thee  as  my  people,  and  they  hear 
thy  words,  but  they  will  not  do  them  : for 
with  their  mouth  they  shew  much  love,  but 
their  heart  goeth  after  their  covetousness.  And, 
lo,  thou  art  unto  them  as  a very  lovely  song  of 
one  that  hath  a pleasant  voice,  and  can  play 
well  on  an  instrument : for  they  hear  thy  words, 
but  they  do  them  not.  And  when  this  cometh 
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to  pass,  (lo,  it  will  come,)  then  shall  they  know 
that  a prophet  hath  been  among  them. 

Ezekiel  xxxiii.  30-33. 

But  truly  I am  full  of  power  by  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord,  and  of  judgment,  and  of  might,  to  declare 
unto  Jacob  his  transgression,  and  to  Israel  his 
sin. — Micah  iii.  8. 

The  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying, 
Before  I formed  thee  I knew  thee ; I sanctified 
thee,  and  I ordained  thee  a prophet  unto  the 
nations.  Then  said  I,  Ah,  Lord  God  ! Behold, 
I cannot  speak : for  I am  a child.  But  the  Lord 
said  unto  me.  Say  not,  I am  a child  ; for  thou 
shalt  go  to  all  that  I shall  send  thee,  and  what- 
soever I command  thee  thou  shalt  speak.  Be 
not  afraid  of  their  faces  : for  I am  with  thee  to 
deliver  thee,  saith  the  Lord.  Then  the  Lord 
put  forth  his  hand,  and  touched  my  mouth. 
And  the  Lord  said  unto  me.  Behold,  I have  put 
my  words  in  thy  mouth.  See,  I have  this  day 
set  thee  over  the  nations  and  over  the  king- 
doms, to  root  out,  and  to  pull  down,  and  to 
destroy,  and  to  throw  down,  to  build,  and  to 
Jeremiah  i.  4-10. 


THE  PROPHET  AS 
WATCHMAN 

Prepare  to  meet  thy  God. 

Amos  iv.  12. 
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Son  of  man,  I have  made  thee  a watchman 
unto  the  house  of  Israel : therefore  hear  the 
word  at  my  mouth,  and  give  them  warning  from 
me.  When  I say  unto  the  wicked,  Thou  shalt 
surely  die  ; and  thou  givest  him  not  warning, 
nor  speakest  to  warn  the  wicked  from  his 
wicked  way,  to  save  his  life  ; the  same  wicked 
man  shall  die  in  his  iniquity  ; but  his  blood 
will  I require  at  thine  hand.  Yet  if  thou  warn 
the  wicked,  and  he  turn  not  from  his  wicked- 
ness, nor  from  his  wicked  way,  he  shall  die  in 
his  iniquity ; but  thou  hast  delivered  thy  soul. 
Again,  when  a righteous  man  doth  turn  from 
his  righteousness,  and  commit  iniquity,  and  I 
lay  a stumbling  block  before  him,  he  shall  die  : 
because  thou  hast  not  given  him  warning,  he 
shall  die  in  his  sin,  and  his  righteousness  which 
he  hath  done  shall  not  be  remembered  ; but  his 
blood  will  I require  at  thine  hand.  Neverthe- 
less, if  thou  warn  the  righteous  man,  that  the 
righteous  sin  not,  and  he  doth  not  sin,  he  shall 
surely  live,  because  he  is  warned  ; also  thou 
hast  delivered  thy  soul. 
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And  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  there  upon 
me  ; and  he  said  unto  me,  Arise,  go  forth  into 
the  plain,  and  I will  talk  with  thee.  Then  I 
arose,  and  went  forth  into  the  plain  : and,  be- 
hold, the  glory  of  the  Lord  stood  there,  as  the 
glory  which  I saw  by  the  river  of  Chebar  : and 
I fell  on  my  face.  Then  the  spirit  entered  into 
me,  and  set  me  upon  my  feet,  and  spake  with 
me,  and  said  unto  me.  Go,  shut  thyself  within 
thy  house.  But  thou,  O son  of  man,  behold, 
they  shall  put  bands  upon  thee,  and  shall  bind 
thee  with  them,  and  thou  shalt  not  go  out 
among  them : and  I will  make  thy  tongue 
cleave  to  the  roof  of  thy  mouth,  that  thou  shalt 
be  dumb,  and  shall  not  be  to  them  a reprover  : 
for  they  are  a rebellious  house.  But  when  I 
speak  with  thee,  I will  open  thy  mouth,  and 
thou  shalt  say  unto  them,  Thus  saith  the  Lord 
God,  He  that  heareth,  let  him  hear ; and  he 
that  forbeareth,  let  him  forbear  : for  they  are  a 
rebellious  house. — Ezekiel  iii.  17-27. 

Again  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me, 
saying,  Son  of  man,  speak  to  the  children  of 
thy  people,  and  say  unto  them.  When  I bring 
the  sword  upon  a land,  if  the  people  of  the  land 
take  a man  of  their  coasts,  and  set  him  for 
their  watchman ; if  when  he  seeth  the  sword 
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come  upon  the  land,  he  blow  the  trumpet,  and 
warn  the  people ; then  whosoever  heareth  the 
sound  of  the  trumpet,  and  taketh  not  warning  ; 
if  the  sword  come,  and  take  him  away,  his 
blood  shall  be  upon  his  own  head.  He  heard 
the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  and  took  not  warn- 
ing ; his  blood  shall  be  upon  him  : but  he  that 
taketh  warning  shall  deliver  his  soul.  But  if 
the  watchman  see  the  sword  come,  and  blow 
not  the  trumpet,  and  the  people  be  not  warned  ; 
if  the  sword  come,  and  take  any  person  from 
among  them,  he  is  taken  away  in  his  iniquity  ; 
but  his  blood  will  I require  at  the  watchman’s 
hand.  So  thou,  O son  of  man,  I have  set  thee 
a watchman  unto  the  house  of  Israel ; therefore 
thou  shalt  hear  the  word  at  my  mouth,  and 
warn  them  from  me.  When  I say  unto  the 
wicked,  O wicked  man,  thou  shalt  surely  die ; 
if  thou  dost  not  speak  to  warn  the  wicked  from 
his  way,  that  wicked  man  shall  die  in  his 
iniquity ; but  his  blood  will  I require  at  thine 
hand.  Nevertheless,  if  thou  warn  the  wicked 
of  his  way  to  turn  from  it ; if  he  do  not  turn 
from  his  way,  he  shall  die  in  his  iniquity ; but 
thou  hast  delivered  thy  soul. 

Therefore,  O thou  son  of  man,  speak  unto  the 
house  of  Israel ; Thus  ye  speak,  saying.  If  our 
transgressions  and  our  sins  be  upon  us,  and  we 
pine  away  in  them,  how  should  we  then  live? 
Say  unto  them.  As  I live,  saith  the  Lord  God,  I 


i6  THE  HEBREW  PROPHETS 

have  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked ; 
but  that  the  wicked  turn  from  his  way  and  live  : 
turn  ye,  turn  ye  from  your  evil  ways  ; for  why 
will  ye  die,  O house  of  Israel  ? 

Ezekiel  xxxiii.  i-ii. 


THE  GOD  OF  ISRAEL 

When  Israel  was  a child^  then  I loved  him^  and 
called  my  son  otU  of  Egypt,  . . . / taught 
Ephraim  also  to  go,  taking  them  by  their  arms; 
but  they  knew  not  that  I healed  them.  I drew 
them  with  cords  of  a man,  with  bands  of  love. 

Hosea  xi.  I,  3,  4. 


. . . lam  God^  and  not  man;  the  Holy  One 
the  midst  of  thee.  Hosea  xi.  9. 
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But  the  Lord  is  the  true  God,  he  is  the  living 
God,  and  an  everlasting  king  ; at  his  wrath  the 
earth  shall  tremble,  and  the  nations  shall  not  be 
able  to  abide  his  indignation.  . . . He  hath 
made  the  earth  by  his  power,  he  hath  estab- 
lished the  world  by  his  wisdom,  and  hath 
stretched  out  the  heavens  by  his  discretion. 
When  he  uttereth  his  voice,  there  is  a multitude 
of  waters  in  the  heavens,  and  he  causeth  the 
vapours  to  ascend  from  the  ends  of  the  earth  ; 
he  maketh  lightnings  with  rain,  and  bringeth 
forth  the  wind  out  of  his  treasures. 

Jere7niah  x.  lo,  12,  13. 

O Lord,  thou  art  my  God  ; I will  exalt  thee, 
I will  praise  thy  name  ; for  thou  hast  done 
wonderful  things  ; thy  counsels  of  old  are  faith- 
fulness and  truth.  . . . For  thou  hast  been  a 
strength  to  the  poor,  a strength  to  the  needy  in 
his  distress,  a refuge  from  the  storm,  a shadow 
from  the  heat. — Isaiah  xxv.  i,  4. 
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Am  I a God  at  hand,  saith  the  Lord,  and  not 
a God  afar  off?  Can  any  hide  himself  in  secret 
places  that  I shall  not  see  him  ? saith  the  Lord. 
Do  not  I fill  heaven  and  earth  ? saith  the  Lord. 

Jeremiah  xxiii.  23,  24. 

Who  is  a God  like  unto  thee,  that  pardoneth 
iniquity,  and  passeth  by  the  transgression  of 
the  remnant  of  his  heritage  ? He  retaineth  not 
his  anger  for  ever,  because  he  delighteth  in 
mercy.  He  will  turn  again,  he  will  have  com- 
passion upon  us  ; he  will  subdue  our  iniquities  ; 
and  thou  wilt  cast  all  their  sins  into  the  depths 
of  the  sea. — Micah  vii.  18,  19. 

Art  thou  not  from  everlasting,  O Lord  my 
God,  mine  Holy  One?  . . . Thou  art  of  purer 
eyes  than  to  behold  evil,  and  canst  not  look  on 
iniquity. — Habakkukx,  12,  13. 

The  Lord  is  slow  to  anger,  and  great  in 
power,  and  will  not  at  all  acquit  the  wicked : 
the  Lord  hath  his  way  in  the  whirlwind  and  in 
the  storm,  and  the  clouds  are  the  dust  of  his 
feet.  . . . The  Lord  is  good,  a stronghold  in  the 
day  of  trouble  ; and  he  knoweth  them  that  trust 
in  him. — Nahum  i.  3,  7. 
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Who  hath  measured  the  waters  in  the  hollow 
of  his  hand,  and  meted  out  heaven  with  the 
span,  and  comprehended  the  dust  of  the  earth 
in  a measure,  and  weighed  the  mountains  in 
scales,  and  the  hills  in  a balance  ? Who  hath 
directed  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  or  being  his 
counsellor  hath  taught  him  ? With  whom  took 
he  counsel,  and  who  instructed  him,  and  taught 
him  in  the  path  of  judgment,  and  taught  him 
knowledge,  and  shewed  to  him  the  way  of 
understanding?  Behold,  the  nations  are  as  a 
drop  of  a bucket,  and  are  counted  as  the  small 
dust  of  the  balance ; behold,  he  taketh  up  the 
isles  as  a very  little  thing.  And  Lebanon  is 
not  sufficient  to  burn,  nor  the  beasts  thereof 
sufficient  for  a burnt-offering.  All  nations 
before  him  are  as  nothing ; and  they  are 
counted  to  him  less  than  nothing,  and  vanity. 
. . . To  whom  then  will  ye  liken  me,  or  shall 
I be  equal  ? saith  the  Holy  One.  Lift  up  your 
eyes  on  high,  and  behold  who  hath  created 
these  things,  that  bringeth  out  their  host  by 
number : he  called  them  all  by  names  by  the 
greatness  of  his  might,  for  that  he  is  strong  in 
power ; not  one  faileth. 

Why  sayest  thou,  O Jacob,  and  speakest, 
O Israel,  My  way  is  hid  from  the  Lord,  and 
my  judgment  is  passed  over  from  my  God? 
Hast  thou  not  known?  hast  thou  not  heard, 
that  the  everlasting  God,  the  Lord,  the  Creator 
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of  the  ends  of  the  earth,  fainteth  not,  neither  is 
weary?  there  is  no  searching  of  his  under- 
standing. He  giveth  power  to  the  faint ; and 
to  them  that  have  no  might  he  increaseth 
strength.  Even  the  youths  shall  faint  and  be 
weary,  and  the  young  men  shall  utterly  fall : 
but  they  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  shall  renew 
their  strength  ; they  shall  mount  up  with  wings 
as  eagles  ; they  shall  run,  and  not  be  weary ; 
and  they  shall  walk  and  not  faint. 

Isaiah  xl.  12-17  5 25-31. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  the  King  of  Israel,  and 
his  redeemer  the  Lord  of  hosts  ; I am  the  first, 
and  I am  the  last ; and  beside  me  there  is  no 
God.  . . . Fear  ye  not,  neither  be  afraid  : have 
I not  told  thee  from  that  time,  and  have 
declared  it?  Ye  are  even  my  witnesses.  Is 
there  a God  beside  me  ? Yea,  there  is  no  God  ; 
I know  not  any. — Isaiah  xliv.  6,  8. 

For  thus  saith  the  high  and  lofty  One  that 
inhabiteth  eternity,  whose  name  is  Holy ; I 
dwell  in  the  high  and  holy’place,  with  him  also 
that  is  of  a contrite  and  humble  spirit,  to  revive 
the  spirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  revive  the  heart 
of  the  contrite  ones.  For  I will  not  contend  for 
ever,  neither  will  I be  always  wroth : for  the 
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spirit  should  fail  before  me,  and  the  souls  which 
I have  made. — Isaiah  Ivii.  15,  16. 

Behold,  I am  the  Lord,  the  God  of  all  flesh : 
is  there  anything  too  hard  for  me  ? 

Jeremiah  xxxii.  27. 

And  the  Lord  God  of  hosts  is  he  that 
toucheth  the  land,  and  it  shall  melt,  and  all 
that  dwell  therein  shall  mourn : and  it  shall 
rise  up  wholly  like  a flood ; and  shall  be 
drowned,  as  by  the  flood  of  Egypt.  It  is  he 
that  buildeth  his  stories  in  the  heaven,  and 
hath  founded  his  vault  upon  the  earth ; he  that 
calleth  for  the  waters  of  the  sea,  and  poureth 
them  out  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  : the  Lord 
is  his  name. — Amos  ix.  5,  6. 

For  from  the  rising  of  the  sun  even  unto  the 
going  down  of  the  same  my  name  is  great 
among  the  Gentiles  ; and  in  every  place  incense 
is  offered  unto  my  name,  and  a pure  offering ; 
for  my  name  is  great  among  the  heathen,  saith 
the  Lord  of  hosts. — Malachii.  ii. 

I am  the  Lord,  and  there  is  none  else,  there 
is  no  God  beside  me : I girded  thee,  though 
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thou  hast  not  known  me  : that  they  may  know 
from  the  rising  of  the  sun,  and  from  the  west, 
that  there  is  none  beside  me.  I am  the  Lord, 
and  there  is  none  else.  I form  the  light,  and 
create  darkness : I make  peace,  and  create  evil : 

I the  Lord  do  all  these  things.  Drop  down, 
ye  heavens,  from  above,  and  let  the  skies  pour 
down  righteousness  : let  the  earth  open,  and 
let  them  bring  forth  salvation,  and  let  righteous- 
ness spring  up  together ; I the  Lord  have 
created  it. 

Woe  unto  him  that  striveth  with  his  Maker ! 
Let  the  potsherd  strive  with  the  potsherds  of 
the  earth.  Shall  the  clay  say  to  him  that 
fashioneth  it.  What  makest  thou?  Or  thy 
work,  He  hath  no  hands  ? Woe  unto  him  that 
saith  unto  his  father.  What  begettest  thou? 
Or  to  the  woman.  What  hast  thou  brought 
forth  ? Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  Holy  One  of 
Israel,  and  his  Maker,  Ask  me  of  things  to 
come  concerning  my  sons,  and  concerning  the 
work  of  my  hands  command  ye  me.  I have 
made  the  earth,  and  created  man  upon  it : I, 
even  my  hands,  have  stretched  out  the  heavens, 
and  all  their  host  have  I commanded.  . . . 

Verily  thou  art  a God  that  hidest  thyself,  O 
God  of  Israel,  the  Saviour.  They  shall  be 
ashamed,  and  also  confounded,  all  of  them : 
they  shall  go  to  confusion  together  that  are 
makers  of  idols.  But  Israel  shall  be  saved  in 
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the  Lord  with  an  everlasting  salvation : ye  shall 
not  be  ashamed  nor  confounded  world  without 
end.  For  thus  saith  the  Lord  that  created  the 
heavens ; God  himself  that  formed  the  earth  and 
made  it ; he  hath  established  it,  he  created  it 
not  in  vain,  he  formed  it  to  be  inhabited  : I am 
the  Lord ; and  there  is  none  else.  I have  not 
spoken  in  secret,  in  a dark  place  of  the  earth : 
I said  not  unto  the  seed  of  Jacob,  Seek  ye  me 
in  vain : I the  Lord  speak  righteousness,  I 
declare  things  that  are  right. 

Assemble  yourselves  and  come ; draw  near 
together,  ye  that  are  escaped  of  the  nations  : 
they  have  no  knowledge  that  set  up  the  wood 
of  their  graven  image,  and  pray  unto  a god  that 
cannot  save.  Tell  ye,  and  bring  them  near ; 
yea,  let  them  take  counsel  together : Who  hath 
declared  this  from  ancient  time?  Who  hath 
told  it  from  that  time  ? Have  not  I the  Lord  ? 
And  there  is  no  God  else  beside  me ; a just 
God  and  a Saviour ; there  is  none  beside  me. 
Look  unto  me  and  be  ye  saved,  all  the  ends  of 
the  earth  : for  I am  God,  and  there  is  none 
else.  I have  sworn  by  myself,  the  word  is  gone 
out  of  my  mouth  in  righteousness,  and  shall  not 
return.  That  unto  me  every  knee  shall  bow, 
every  tongue  shall  swear. 

Isaiah  xlv.  5-12  ; 15-23. 
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Rejoice  not  against  me^  O mine  enemy : when  I 
fall^  I shall  arise;  when  I sit  in  darkness^  the 
Lord  shall  be  a light  unto  me,  I will  bear 
the  indignation  of  the  Lord,^  because  I have 
sinned  against  him,^  until  he  plead  my  cause^ 
and  execute  judgment  for  me:  he  will  bring 
me  forth  to  the  lighfy  and  I shall  behold  his 
righteousness.  Micah  vii.  8,  9. 
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For  since  the  beginning  of  the  world  men 
have  not  heard,  nor  perceived  by  the  ear,  neither 
hath  the  eye  seen,  O God,  beside  thee,  what  he 
hath  prepared  for  him  that  waiteth  for  him.  . . . 
But  now,  O Lord,  thou  art  our  father  ; we  are 
the  clay,  and  thou  our  potter ; and  we  all  are 
the  work  of  thy  hand.  Be  not  wroth  very  sore, 
O Lord,  neither  remember  iniquity  for  ever ; 
behold,  see,  we  beseech  thee,  we  are  all  thy 
people. — Isaiah  Ixiv.  4,  8,  9. 

I cried  by  reason  of  mine  affliction  unto  the 
Lord,  and  he  heard  me ; out  of  the  belly  of 
hell  cried  I,  and  thou  heardest  my  voice.  For 
thou  hadst  cast  me  into  the  deep,  in  the  midst 
of  the  seas ; and  the  floods  compassed  me 
about : all  thy  billows  and  thy  waves  passed 
over  me.  Then  I said,  I am  cast  out  of  thy 
sight;  yet  I will  look  again  toward  thy  holy 
temple.  The  waters  compassed  me  about,  even 
to  the  soul : the  depth  closed  me  round  about, 
the  weeds  were  wrapped  about  my  head.  I 
went  down  to  the  bottoms  of  the  mountains ; 
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the  earth  with  her  bars  was  about  me  for  ever  : 
yet  hast  thou  brought  up  my  life  from  corrup- 
tion, O Lord  my  God.  When  my  soul  fainted 
within  me  I remembered  the  Lord : and  my 
prayer  came  in  unto  thee,  into  thine  holy 
temple.  They  that  observe  lying  vanities  for- 
sake their  own  mercy.  But  I will  sacrifice  unto 
thee  with  the  voice  of  thanksgiving  ; I will  pay 
that  I have  vowed.  Salvation  is  of  the  Lord. 

^ Jonah  ii.  2-9. 

Woe  is  me  ! For  I am  as  when  they  have 
gathered  the  summer  fruits,  as  the  grape- 
gleanings  of  the  vintage : there  is  no  cluster 
to  eat : my  soul  desired  the  firstripe  fruit. 
The  good  man  is  perished  out  of  the  earth  : 
and  there  is  none  upright  among  men  : they  all 
lie  in  wait  for  blood  : they  hunt  every  man  his 
brother  with  a net. 

That  they  may  do  evil  with  both  hands 
earnestly,  the  prince  asketh,  and  the  judge 
asketh  for  a reward  ; and  the  great  man,  he 
uttereth  his  mischievous  desire  : so  they  wrap 
it  up.  The  best  of  them  is  as  a brier  : the 
most  upright  is  sharper  than  a thorn  hedge : 
the  day  of  thy  watchmen  and  thy  visitation 
cometh  ; now  shall  be  their  perplexity. 

Trust  ye  not  in  a friend,  put  ye  not  con- 
fidence in  a guide : keep  the  doors  of  thy 
mouth  from  her  that  lieth  in  thy  bosom.  For 
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the  son  dishonoureth  the  father,  the  daughter 
riseth  up  against  her  mother,  the  daughter-in- 
law  against  her  mother-in-law ; a man’s  enemies 
are  the  men  of  his  own  house.  Therefore  I will 
look  unto  the  Lord ; I will  wait  for  the  God  of 
my  salvation  : my  God  will  hear  me. 

^ Micah  vii.  1-7. 

O Lord,  I know  that  the  way  of  man  is  not 
in  himself ; it  is  not  in  man  that  walketh  to 
direct  his  steps.  O Lord,  correct  me,  but  with 
judgment;  not  in  thine  anger,  lest  thou  bring 
me  to  Jeremiah  x.  23,  24. 

O Lord,  though  our  iniquities  testify  against 
us,  do  thou  it  for  thy  name’s  sake : for  our  back- 
slidings  are  many ; we  have  sinned  against 
thee.  O the  hope  of  Israel,  the  saviour  thereof 
in  time  of  trouble,  why  shouldest  thou  be  as  a 
stranger  in  the  land,  and  as  a wayfaring  man 
that  turneth  aside  to  tarry  for  a night  ? Why 
shouldest  thou  be  as  a man  astonied,  as  a 
mighty  man  that  cannot  save?  Yet  thou,  O 
Lord,  art  in  the  midst  of  us,  and  we  are  called 
by  thy  name  ; leave  us  not. 

^ Jeremiah  xiv.  7-9. 

O Lord,  the  hope  of  Israel,  all  that  forsake 
thee  shall  be  ashamed,  and  they  that  depart  from 
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me  shall  be  written  in  the  earth,  because  they 
have  forsaken  the  Lord,  the  fountain  of  living 
waters.  Heal  me,  O Lord,  and  I shall  be 
healed ; save  me,  and  I shall  be  saved  : for 
thou  art  my  pv2i\se.—Jeremiak  xvii.  13,  14. 

Come,  and  let  us  return  unto  the  Lord : for 
he  hath  torn,  and  he  will  heal  us ; he  hath 
smitten,  and  he  will  bind  us  up.  After  two 
days  will  he  revive  us  : in  the  third  day  he  will 
raise  us  up,  and  we  shall  live  in  his  sight. 
Then  shall  we  know,  if  we  follow  on  to  know 
the  Lord : his  going  forth  is  sure  as  the  morn- 
ing ; and  he  shall  come  unto  us  as  the  rain, 
as  the  latter  and  former  rain  unto  the  earth. 

Hosea  vi.  1-3. 

But  we  are  all  as  an  unclean  thing,  and  all 
our  righteousnesses  are  as  filthy  rags  ; and  we 
all  do  fade  as  a leaf ; and  our  iniquities,  like  the 
wind,  have  taken  us  away. — Isaiah  Ixiv.  6. 

0 Lord,  how  long  shall  I cry,  and  thou  wilt 
not  hear?  . . . 

1 will  stand  upon  my  watch,  and  set  me  upon 
the  tower,  and  will  watch  to  see  what  he  will 
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say  unto  me,  and  what  I shall  answer  when 
I am  reproved.  And  the  Lord  answered  me, 
and  said.  Write  the  vision,  and  make  it  plain 
upon  tables,  that  he  may  run  that  readeth  it. 
For  the  vision  is  yet  for  an  appointed  time,  but 
at  the  end  it  shall  speak,  and  not  lie  : though  it 
tarry,  wait  for  it ; because  it  will  surely  come,  it 
will  not  delay.  Behold,  his  soul  is  puffed  up, 
it  is  not  upright  in  him  ; but  the  just  shall  live 
by  his  faith. — Habakkuk  i.  2 ; ii.  1-4. 

O Lord,  I have  heard  thy  speech,  and  was 
afraid : O Lord,  revive  thy  work  in  the  midst 
of  the  years,  in  the  midst  of  the  years  make 
known ; in  wrath,  remember  mercy.  . . . 

Although  the  fig  tree  shall  not  blossom,  neither 
shall  fruit  be  in  the  vines;  the  labour  of  the 
olive  shall  fail,  and  the  fields  shall  yield  no 
meat;  the  flock  shall  be  cut  off  from  the  fold, 
and  there  shall  be  no  herd  in  the  stalls : yet  I 
will  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I will  joy  in  the  God  of 
my  salvation.  The  Lord  God  is  my  strength, 
and  he  will  make  my  feet  like  hinds’  feet,  and 
he  will  make  me  to  walk  upon  mine  high  places. 

Habakkuk  \\\.  2 \ 17-19. 

. . . The  word  of  the  Lord  is  made  a re- 
proach unto  me,  and  a derision,  all  the  day. 
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And  if  I say  I will  not  make  mention  of  him, 
nor  speak  any  more  in  his  name,  then  there  is 
in  mine  heart  as  a burning  fire  shut  up  in  my 
bones,  and  I am  weary  with  forbearing,  and  I 
cannot  contain  \\.—Jeremiah  xx.  8,  9. 

I will  mention  the  lovingkindnesses  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  praises  of  the  Lord,  according  to 
all  that  the  Lord  hath  bestowed  on  us,  and  the 
great  goodness  toward  the  house  of  Israel, 
which  he  hath  bestowed  on  them  according  to 
his  mercies,  and  according  to  the  multitude  of 
his  lovingkindnesses.  For  he  said,  Surely  they 
are  my  people,  children  that  will  not  lie  : so  he 
was  their  Saviour,  In  all  their  affliction  he  was 
afflicted,  and  the  angel  of  his  presence  saved 
them  : in  his  love  and  in  his  pity  he  redeemed 
them ; and  he  bare  them,  and  carried  them  all 
the  days  of  old. — Isaiah  Ixiii.  7-9. 

In  that  day  shall  this  song  be  sung  in  the 
land  of  Judah : We  have  a strong  city ; salvation 
will  God  appoint  for  walls  and  bulwarks.  Open 
ye  the  gates,  that  the  righteous  nation  which 
keepeth  the  truth  may  enter  in.  Thou  wilt  keep 
him  in  perfect  peace,  whose  mind  is  stayed  on 
thee  : because  he  trusteth  in  thee.  Trust  yei  in 
the  Lord  for  ever : for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is 
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everlasting  strength.  For  he  bringeth  down 
them  that  dwell  on  high ; the  lofty  city,  he  layeth 
it  low;  he  layeth  it  low,  even  to  the  ground  ; he 
bringeth  it  even  to  the  dust.  The  foot  shall  tread 
it  down,  even  the  foot  of  the  poor,  and  the  steps 
of  the  needy.  The  way  of  the  just  is  upright- 
ness : thou,  most  upright,  dost  weigh  the  path 
of  the  just.  Yea,  in  the  way  of  thy  judgments, 
O Lord,  have  we  waited  for  thee  ; the  desire  of 
our  soul  is  to  thy  name,  and  to  the  remem- 
brance of  thee.  With  my  soul  have  I desired 
thee  in  the  night ; yea,  with  my  spirit  within 
me  will  I seek  thee  early  : for  when  thy  judg- 
ments are  in  the  earth,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
world  will  learn  righteousness. 

Isaiah  xxvi.  1-9. 
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As  one  whom  his  mother  comforteth^  so  will  I 
comfort  you.  . . . Isaiah  Ixvi.  13. 
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Ho,  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the 
waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money ; come  ye, 
buy,  and  eat ; yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk 
without  money  and  without  price.  Wherefore 
do  ye  spend  money  for  that  which  is  not 
bread?  and  your  labour  for  that  which  satis- 
fieth  not  ? Hearken  diligently  unto  me,  and  eat 
ye  that  which  is  good,  and  let  your  soul  delight 
itself  in  fatness.  Incline  your  ear,  and  come 
unto  me  : hear,  and  your  soul  shall  live  ; and 
I will  make  an  everlasting  covenant  with  you, 
even  the  sure  mercies  of  David.  Behold,  I 
have  given  him  for  a witness  to  the  peoples,  a 
leader  and  a commander  to  the  peoples.  Behold, 
thou  shalt  call  a nation  that  thou  knowest  not, 
and  a nation  that  knew  not  thee  shall  run  unto 
thee  because  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  for  the 
Holy  One  of  Israel ; for  he  hath  glorified  thee. 

Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  call 
ye  upon  him  while  he  is  near : let  the  wicked 
forsake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his 
thoughts  : and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord, 
and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him  ; and  to  our 
God,  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon. 
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For  my  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts ; 
neither  are  your  ways  my  ways,  saith  the  Lord. 
For  as  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth, 
so  are  my  ways  higher  than  your  ways,  and 
my  thoughts  than  your  thoughts.  For  as  the 
rain  cometh  down,  and  the  snow  from  heaven, 
and  returneth  not  thither,  but  watereth  the 
earth,  and  maketh  it  bring  forth  and  bud,  that 
it  may  give  seed  to  the  sower,  and  bread  to  the 
eater ; so  shall  my  word  be  that  goeth  forth 
out  of  my  mouth ; it  shall  not  return  unto  me 
void,  but  it  shall  accomplish  that  which  I please, 
and  it  shall  prosper  in  the  thing  whereto  I send 
it.  For  ye  shall  go  out  with  joy,  and  be  led 
forth  with  peace : the  mountains  and  the  hills 
shall  break  forth  before  you  into  singing,  and 
all  the  trees  of  the  field  shall  clap  their  hands. 
Instead  of  the  thorn  shall  come  up  the  fir  tree, 
and  instead  of  the  brier  shall  come  up  the 
myrtle  tree  : and  it  shall  be  to  the  Lord  for  a 
name,  for  an  everlasting  sign  that  shall  not  be 
cut  off. — Isaiah  Iv.  ^ 

When  the  poor  and  needy  seek  water,  and 
there  is  none,  and  their  tongue  faileth  for  thirst, 
I the  Lord  will  hear  them,  I the  God  of  Israel 
will  not  forsake  them. — Isaiah  xli.  17. 

I will  ransom  them  from  the  power  of  the 
grave  ; I will  redeem  them  from  death  : O death, 
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I will  be  thy  plagues  ; O grave,  I will  be  thy 
destruction  : repentance  shall  be  hid  from  mine 
eyes. — Hosea  xiii.  14. 

Then  shall  thy  light  break  forth  as  the  morn- 
ing, and  thine  health  shall  spring  forth  speedily  ; 
and  thy  righteousness  shall  go  before  thee  ; the 
glory  of  the  Lord  shall  be  thy  rearward.  Then 
shalt  thou  call,  and  the  Lord  shall  answer ; 
thou  shalt  cry,  and  he  shall  say,  Here  I am. 
If  thou  take  away  from  the  midst  of  thee  the 
yoke,  the  putting  forth  of  the  finger,  and  speak- 
ing vanity ; and  if  thou  draw  out  thy  soul  to 
the  hungry,  and  satisfy  the  afflicted  soul ; then 
shall  thy  light  rise  in  obscurity,  and  thy  dark- 
ness be  as  the  noonday : and  the  Lord  shall 
guide  thee  continually,  and  satisfy  thy  soul  in 
drought,  and  make  fat  thy  bones  : and  thou 
shalt  be  like  a watered  garden,  and  like  a spring 
of  water,  whose  waters  fail  not. 

Isaiah  Iviii.  8-1 1. 

For  a small  moment  have  I forsaken  thee  ; 
but  with  great  mercies  will  I gather  thee.  In  a 
little  wrath  I hid  my  face  from  thee  for  a 
moment ; but  with  everlasting  kindness  will  I 
have  mercy  on  thee,  saith  the  Lord  thy  Re- 
deemer.— Isaiah  liv.  7,  8. 
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I,  even  I,  am  he  that  comforteth  you  : who  art 
thou,  that  thou  shouldest  be  afraid  of  a man 
that  shall  die,  and  of  the  son  of  man  which 
shall  be  made  as  grass? — Isaiah  li.  12. 

For,  behold,  I create  new  heavens  and  a new 
earth ; and  the  former  shall  not  be  remem- 
bered, nor  come  into  mind.  But  be  ye  glad  and 
rejoice  for  ever  in  that  which  I create : for, 
behold,  I create  Jerusalem  a rejoicing,  and  her 
people  a joy.  And  I will  rejoice  in  Jerusalem, 
and  joy  in  my  people  : and  the  voice  of  weeping 
shall  be  no  more  heard  in  her,  nor  the  voice 
of  crying.  There  shall  be  no  more  thence  an 
infant  of  days,  nor  an  old  man  that  hath  not 
filled  his  days  : for  the  child  shall  die  an  hun- 
dred years  old  ; but  the  sinner  being  an  hundred 
years  old  shall  be  accursed.  And  they  shall 
build  houses,  and  inhabit  them  ; and  they  shall 
plant  vineyards,  and  eat  the  fruit  of  them. 
They  shall  not  build,  and  another  inhabit ; they 
shall  not  plant,  and  another  eat : for  as  the 
days  of  a tree  are  the  days  of  my  people,  and 
mine  elect  shall  long  enjoy  the  work  of  their 
hands.  They  shall  not  labour  in  vain,  nor 
bring  forth  for  trouble  ; for  they  are  the  seed  of 
the  blessed  of  the  Lord,  and  their  offspring 
with  them.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that 
before  they  call,  I will  answer ; and  while  they 
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are  yet  speaking,  I will  hear.  The  wolf  and 
the  lamb  shall  feed  together,  and  the  lion  shall 
eat  straw  like  the  bullock  : and  dust  shall  be 
the  serpent’s  meat.  They  shall  not  hurt  nor 
destroy  in  all  my  holy  mountain,  saith  the  Lord. 

Isaiah  Ixv.  17-25. 

Behold,  the  Lord’s  hand  is  not  shortened, 
that  it  cannot  save  ; neither  his  ear  heavy,  that 
it  cannot  hear : but  your  iniquities  have  sepa- 
rated between  you  and  your  God,  and  your  sins 
have  hid  his  face  from  you,  that  he  will  not 
hear. — Isaiah  lix.  i,  2. 

What  mean  ye,  that  ye  use  this  proverb  con- 
cerning the  land  of  Israel,  saying,  The  fathers 
have  eaten  sour  grapes,  and  the  children’s  teeth 
are  set  on  edge  ? As  1 live,  saith  the  Lord  God, 
ye  shall  not  have  occasion  any  more  to  use 
this  proverb  in  Israel.  Behold,  all  souls  are 
mine  ; as  the  soul  of  the  father,  so  also  the  soul 
of  the  son  is  mine : the  soul  that  sinneth,  it 
shall  die. — Ezekiel  xviii.  2-4. 

. . . Repent,  and  turn  yourselves  from  all 
your  transgressions ; so  iniquity  shall  not  be 
your  ruin. 

Cast  away  from  you  all  your  transgressions. 
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whereby  ye  have  transgressed ; and  make  you 
a new  heart,  and  a new  spirit : for  why  will  ye 
die,  O house  of  Israel  ? For  I have  no  pleasure 
in  the  death  of  him  that  dieth,  saith  the  Lord 
God  ; wherefore  turn  yourselves,  and  live  ye. 

Ezekiel  xviii.  30-32. 

I will  heal  their  backsliding,  I will  love  them 
freely : for  mine  anger  is  turned  away  from 
him.  I will  be  as  the  dew  unto  Israel : he  shall 
grow  as  the  lily,  and  cast  forth  his  roots  as 
Lebanon.  His  branches  shall  spread,  and  his 
beauty  shall  be  as  the  olive  tree,  and  hiss smell 
as  Lebanon.  They  that  dwell  under  his  shadow 
shall  return  ; they  shall  revive  as  the  corn,  and 
grow  as  the  vine  ; the  scent  thereof  shall  be  as 
the  wine  of  Lebanon. — Hosea  xiv.  4-7. 

Come  now,  and  let  us  reason  together,  saith 
the  Lord  : though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they 
shall  be  as  white  as  snow  ; though  they  be  red 
like  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  wool. 

Isaiah  i.  18. 

Hear  now  this,  O foolish  people,  and  without 
understanding  ; which  have  eyes,  and  see  not ; 
which  have  ears,  and  hear  not : fear  ye  not  me  ? 
saith  the  Lord  : will  ye  not  tremble  at  my 
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presence,  which  have  placed  the  sand  for  the 
bound  of  the  sea  by  a perpetual  decree,  that  it 
cannot  pass  it : and  though  the  waves  thereof 
toss  themselves,  yet  can  they  not  prevail  ; 
though  they  roar,  yet  can  they  not  pass  over  it  ? 
But  this  people  hath  a revolting  and  a rebellious 
heart ; they  are  revolted  and  gone. 

Jeremiah  v.  21-23. 

...  He  that  scattered  Israel  will  gather 
him,  and  keep  him,  as  a shepherd  doth  his 
flock.  For  the  Lord  hath  redeemed  Jacob,  and 
ransomed  him  from  the  hand  of  him  that  was 
stronger  than  he.  Therefore  they  shall  come 
and  sing  in  the  height  of  Zion,  and  shall  flow 
together  to  the  goodness  of  the  Lord,  for  wheat, 
and  for  wine,  and  for  oil,  and  for  the  young  of 
the  flock  and  of  the  herd  ; and  their  soul  shall 
be  as  a watered  garden  ; and  they  shall  not 
sorrow  any  more  at  3\\.— Jeremiah  xxxi.  10-12. 

Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  people,  saith  your 
God.  Speak  ye  comfortably  to  Jerusalem,  and 
cry  unto  her,  that  her  warfare  is  accomplished, 
that  her  iniquity  is  pardoned  : for  she  hath  re- 
ceived of  the  Lord’s  hand  double  for  all  her 
sins. 

The  voice  of  one  that  crieth : In  the  wilderness 
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prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord,  make  straight 
in  the  desert  a highway  for  our  God.  Every 
valley  shall  be  exalted,  and  every  mountain  and 
hill  shall  be  made  low  : and  the  crooked  shall 
be  made  straight,  and  the  rough  places  plain  : 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shall  be  revealed, 
and  all  flesh  shall  see  it  together  : for  the  mouth 
of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it. 

A voice  said.  Cry.  And  I said.  What  shall  I 
cry  ? All  flesh  is  grass,  and  all  the  goodliness 
thereof  is  as  the  flower  of  the  field : the  grass 
withereth,  the  flower  fadeth  : but  the  word  of 
our  God  shall  stand  for  ever. 

0 Zion,  that  bringest  good  tidings,  get  thee 
up  into  the  high  mountain  ; O Jerusalem,  that 
bringest  good  tidings,  lift  up  thy  voice  with 
strength  ; lift  it  up,  be  not  afraid  ; say  unto  the 
cities  of  Judah,  Behold  your  God!  Behold, 
the  Lord  God  will  come  with  strong  hand,  and 
his  arm  shall  rule  for  him  : behold,  his  reward 
is  with  him,  and  his  work  before  him.  He  shall 
feed  his  flock  like  a shepherd  : he  shall  gather 
the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and  carry  them  in  his 
bosom,  and  shall  gently  lead  those  that  are 
with  young. — Isaiah  xl.  i-ii. 

1 have  seen  his  ways,  and  will  heal  him  : I 
will  lead  him  also,  and  restore  comforts  unto 
him  and  to  his  mourners.  I create  the  fruit  of 
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the  lips  ; Peace,  peace  to  him  that  is  far  off, 
and  to  him  that  is  near,  saith  the  Lord  ; and  I 
will  heal  him. — Isaiah  Ivii.  i8,  19. 

But  this  shall  be  the  covenant  that  I will 
make  with  the  house  of  Israel  after  those  days, 
saith  the  Lord  : I will  put  my  law  in  their  inward 
parts,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts  ; and  will 
be  their  God,  and  they  shall  be  my  people. 
And  they  shall  teach  no  more  every  man  his 
neighbour,  and  every  man  his  brother,  saying. 
Know  the  Lord  : for  they  shall  all  know  me, 
from  the  least  of  them  unto  the  greatest  of  them, 
saith  the  Lord  : for  I will  forgive  their  iniquity, 
and  I will  remember  their  sin  no  more. 

Jeremiah  xxxi.  33,  34. 

And  now  therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord,  the 
God  of  Israel  . . . Behold,  I will  gather  them 
out  of  all  countries,  whither  I have  driven  them 
in  mine  anger,  and  in  my  fury,  and  in  great 
wrath ; and  I will  bring  them  again  unto  this 
place,  and  I will  cause  them  to  dwell  safely  ; 
and  they  shall  be  my  people,  and  I will  be  their 
God : and  I will  give  them  one  heart,  and  one 
way,  that  they  may  fear  me  for  ever,  for  the 
good  of  them,  and  of  their  children  after  them  : 
and  I will  make  an  everlasting  covenant  with 
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them,  that  I will  not  turn  away  from  them,  to 
do  them  good  : and  I will  put  my  fear  in  their 
hearts,  that  they  shall  not  depart  from  me. 
Yea,  I will  rejoice  over  them  to  do  them  good, 
and  I will  plant  them  in  this  land  assuredly 
with  my  whole  heart  and  with  my  whole  soul. 

Jeremiah  xxxii.  36-41. 

The  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die.  The  son 
shall  not  bear  the  iniquity  of  the  father,  neither 
shall  the  father  bear  the  iniquity  of  the  son  : 
the  righteousness  of  the  righteous  shall  be  upon 
him,  and  the  wickedness  of  the  wicked  shall 
be  upon  him.  But  if  the  wicked  will  turn  from 
all  his  sins  that  he  hath  committed,  and  keep 
all  my  statutes,  and  do  that  which  is  lawful  and 
right,  he  shall  surely  live,  he  shall  not  die.  All 
his  transgressions  that  he  hath  committed,  they 
shall  not  be  mentioned  unto  him  : in  his  right- 
eousness that  he  hath  done  he  shall  live.  Have 
I any  pleasure  at  all  that  the  wicked  should 
die  ? saith  the  Lord  God : and  not  that  he 
should  return  from  his  ways,  and  live? 

^ Ezekiel  xviii.  20-23. 

Hear  this  word  that  the  Lord  hath  spoken 
against  you,  O children  of  Israel,  against  the 
whole  family  which  I brought  up  from  the  land 
of  Egypt,  saying.  You  only  have  I known  of  all 
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the  families  of  the  earth : therefore  I will  punish 
you  for  all  your  iniquities. — Amos  iii.  i,  2. 

Hearken  unto  me,  my  people  ; and  give  ear 
unto  me,  O my  nation  : for  a law  shall  proceed 
from  me,  and  I will  make  my  judgment  to  rest 
for  a light  of  the  people.  My  righteousness  is 
near : my  salvation  is  gone  forth,  and  mine 
arms  shall  judge  the  people  : the  isles  shall  wait 
upon  me,  and  on  mine  arm  shall  they  trust. 
Lift  up  your  eyes  to  the  heavens,  and  look  upon 
the  earth  beneath  : for  the  heavens  shall  vanish 
away  like  smoke,  and  the  earth  shall  wax  old  like 
a garment,  and  they  that  dwell  therein  shall  die 
in  like  manner : but  my  salvation  shall  be  for 
ever,  and  my  righteousness  shall  not  be  abol- 
ished.— Isaiah  li.  4-6. 

And  a redeemer  shall  come  to  Zion,  and  unto 
them  that  turn  from  transgression  in  Jacob, 
saith  the  Lord.  And  as  for  me,  this  is  my 
covenant  with  them,  saith  the  Lord : my  spirit 
that  is  upon  thee,  and  my  words  which  I have 
put  in  thy  mouth,  shall  not  depart  out  of  thy 
mouth,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  seed,  nor 
out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  seed’s  seed,  saith  the 
Lord,  from  henceforth  and  for  ever. 

Isaiah  lix.  20,  21. 

E 
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How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the 
feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings,  that 
publisheth  peace,  that  bringeth  good  tidings  of 
good,  that  publisheth  salvation  : that  saith  unto 
Zion,  Thy  God  reigneth  ! The  voice  of  thy 
watchmen  ! they  lift  up  the  voice,  together  do 
they  sing ; for  they  shall  see,  eye  to  eye,  when 
the  Lord  returneth  to  Zion.  Break  forth  into 
joy,  sing  together,  ye  waste  places  of  Jerusalem : 
for  the  Lord  hath  comforted  his  people,  he  hath 
redeemed  Jerusalem.  The  Lord  hath  made  bare 
his  holy  arm  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  nations  ; and 
all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  see  the  salvation 
of  our  God.  Depart  ye,  depart  ye,  go  ye  out 
from  thence,  touch  no  unclean  thing  ; go  ye  out 
of  the  midst  of  her  ; be  ye  clean,  ye  that  bear 
the  vessels  of  the  Lord.  For  ye  shall  not  go  out 
in  haste,  neither  shall  ye  go  by  flight : for  the 
Lord  will  go  before  you  : and  the  God  of  Israel 
will  be  your  rearward. — Isaiah  Hi.  7-12. 

Sing,  O heavens  ; and  be  joyful,  O earth  ; and 
break  forth  into  singing,  O mountains  : for  the 
Lord  hath  comforted  his  people,  and  will  have 
compassion  upon  his  afflicted.  But  Zion  said, 
Jehovah  hath  forsaken  me,  and  the  Lord  hath 
forgotten  me.  Can  a woman  forget  her  sucking 
child,  that  she  should  not  have  compassion  on 
the  son  of  her  womb?  Yea,  these  may  forget. 
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yet  will  not  I forget  thee.  Behold,  I have  graven 
thee  upon  the  palms  of  my  hands  ; thy  walls  are 
continually  before  me.  Thy  children  make 
haste  ; thy  destroyers  and  they  that  made  thee 
waste  shall  go  forth  of  thee.  Lift  up  thine  eyes 
round  about,  and  behold : all  these  gather  them- 
selves together,  and  come  to  thee.  As  I live, 
saith  the  Lord,  thou  shalt  surely  clothe  thee 
with  them  all  as  with  an  ornament,  and  gird 
thyself  with  them,  like  a bride.  For,  as  for  thy 
waste  and  thy  desolate  places  and  thy  land  that 
hath  been  destroyed,  surely  now  shalt  thou  be 
too  strait  for  the  inhabitants,  and  they  that 
swallowed  thee  up  shall  be  far  away.  The  chil- 
dren of  thy  bereavement  shall  yet  say  in  thine 
ears.  The  place  is  too  strait  for  me  .*  give  place 
to  me  that  I may  dwell.  Then  shalt  thou  say  in 
thine  heart.  Who  hath  begotten  me  these,  see- 
ing I have  been  bereaved  of  my  children,  and 
am  solitary,  an  exile,  and  wandering  to  and  fro? 
And  who  hath  brought  up  these?  Behold,  I 
was  left  alone  ; these,  where  were  they  ? Thus 
saith  the  Lord  God,  Behold,  I will  lift  up  mine 
hand  to  the  nations,  and  set  up  my  ensign  to 
the  peoples  : and  they  shall  bring  thy  sons  in 
their  bosom,  and  thy  daughters  shall  be  carried 
upon  their  shoulders.  And  kings  shall  be  thy 
nursing  fathers,  and  their  queens  thy  nursing 
mothers  : they  shall  bow  down  to  thee  with 
their  faces  to  the  earth,  and  lick  the  dust  of  thy 
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feet ; and  thou  shalt  know  that  I am  the  Lord, 
and  they  that  wait  for  me  shall  not  be  ashamed. 

Isaiah  xlix.  13-23. 

Then  will  I sprinkle  clean  water  upon  you, 
and  ye  shall  be  clean : from  all  your  filthiness, 
and  from  all  your  idols,  will  I cleanse  you.  A 
new  heart  also  will  I give  you,  and  a new  spirit 
will  I put  within  you  : and  I will  take  away  the 
stony  heart  out  of  your  flesh,  and  I will  give  you 
an  heart  of  flesh.  And  I will  put  my  spirit 
within  you,  and  cause  you  to  walk  in  my  stat- 
utes, and  ye  shall  keep  my  judgments,  and  do 
them.  And  ye  shall  dwell  in  the  land  that  I 
gave  to  your  fathers ; and  ye  shall  be  my  people, 
and  I will  be  your  God. — Ezekiel  xxxvi.  25-28. 
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Who  is  wise^  and  he  shall  understand  these 
things?  Prudent^  and  he  shall  know  them? 
For  the  ways  of  the  Lord  are  rights  and  the 
just  shall  walk  in  them  : but  the  transgressors 
shall  fall  therein.  Hose  a xiv.  9. 
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For  I desired  mercy,  and  not  sacrifice;  and 
the  knowledge  of  God  more  than  burnt-offerings. 

Hosea  vi.  6. 

Sow  to  yourselves  in  righteousness,  reap  in 
mercy  ; break  up  your  fallow  ground  : for  it  is 
time  to  seek  the  Lord,  till  he  come  and  rain 
righteousness  upon  you. — Hosea  x.  12. 

Wherewith  shall  I come  before  the  Lord,  and 
bow  myself  before  the  High  God  ? Shall  I 
come  before  him  with  burnt-offerings,  with 
calves  of  a year  old  ? Will  the  Lord  be  pleased 
with  thousands  of  rams,  or  with  ten  thousands 
of  rivers  of  oil  ? Shall  I give  my  first-born 
for  my  transgression,  the  fruit  of  my  body 
for  the  sin  of  my  soul  ? He  hath  shewed  thee, 
O man,  what  is  good  ; and  what  doth  the 
Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justly,  and  to 
love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God  ? 

Micah  vi.  6-8. 
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Therefore  also  now,  saith  the  Lord,  Turn  ye 
even  to  me  with  all  your  heart,  and  with  fasting, 
and  with  weeping,  and  with  mourning  : and 
rend  your  heart,  and  not  your  garments,  and 
turn  unto  the  Lord  your  God  : for  he  is  gracious 
and  merciful,  slow  to  anger,  and  of  great  kind- 
ness, and  repenteth  him  of  the  evil. 

Joel  ii.  12,  13. 

Seek  good,  and  not  evil,  that  ye  may  live  ; 
and  so  the  Lord,  the  God  of  hosts,  shall  be  with 
you,  as  ye  have  spoken.  Hate  the  evil,  and 
love  the  good,  and  establish  judgment  in  the 
gate  .... 

I hate,  I despise  your  feast  days,  and  I will 
not  smell  in  your  solemn  assemblies.  Though 
ye  offer  me  burnt  offerings  and  your  meat 
offerings,  I will  not  accept  them : neither  will 
I regard  the  peace  offerings  of  your  fat  beasts. 
Take  thou  away  from  me  the  noise  of  thy 
songs,  for  I will  not  hear  the  melody  of  thy 
viols.  But  let  judgment  run  down  as  waters, 
and  righteousness  as  a mighty  stream. 

Amos  V.  14,  15  ; 21-24. 

Thus  speaketh  the  Lord  of  hosts,  saying, 
Execute  true  judgment,  and  shew  mercy  and 
compassions  every  man  to  his  brother : and 
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oppress  not  the  widow,  nor  the  fatherless,  the 
stranger,  nor  the  poor ; and  let  none  of  you 
imagine  evil  against  his  brother  in  your  heart. 

Zechariah  vii.  9,  10. 

These  are  the  things  that  ye  shall  do ; Speak 
ye  every  man  the  truth  to  his  neighbour ; exe- 
cute the  judgment  of  truth  and  peace  in  your 
gates  : and  let  none  of  you  imagine  evil  in 
your  hearts  against  his  neighbour  : and  love 
no  false  oath  ; for  all  these  are  things  that  I 
hate,  saith  the  Lord. — Zechariah  viii.  16,  17. 

Have  we  not  all  one  father  ? Hath  not  one 
God  created  us?  Why  do  we  deal  treacher- 
ously every  man  against  his  brother,  by  pro- 
faning the  covenant  of  our  fathers? 

Malachi  ii.  10. 

To  what  purpose  is  the  multitude  of  your 
sacrifices  unto  me  ? saith  the  Lord : I am  full 
of  the  burnt  offerings  of  rams,  and  the  fat  of 
fed  beasts;  and  I delight  not  in  the  blood  of 
bullocks,  or  of  lambs,  or  of  he-goats.  When 
ye  come  to  appear  before  me,  who  hath  re- 
quired this  at  your  hand,  to  tread  my  courts  ? 
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Bring  no  more  vain  oblations  ; incense  is  an 
abomination  unto  me  : the  new  moons  and 
sabbaths,  the  calling  of  assemblies,  I cannot 
away  with : it  is  iniquity,  even  the  solemn 
meeting.  Your  new  moons  and  appointed 
feasts  my  soul  hateth  : they  are  a trouble  unto 
me  ; I am  weary  to  bear  them.  And  when  ye 
spread  forth  your  hands,  I will  hide  mine  eyes 
from  you  : yea,  when  ye  make  many  prayers,  I 
will  not  hear ; your  hands  are  full  of  blood. 
Wash  you,  make  you  clean  : put  away  the  evil 
of  your  doings  from  mine  eyes  ; cease  to  do 
evil  ; learn  to  do  well ; seek  judgment,  relieve 
the  oppressed,  judge  the  fatherless,  plead  for 
the  widow. — Isaiah  i.  11-17. 

Cry  aloud,  spare  not,  lift  up  thy  voice  like 
a trumpet,  and  shew  my  people  their  trans* 
gression,  and  the  house  of  Jacob  their  sins. 
Yet  they  seek  me  daily,  and  delight  to  know 
my  ways,  as  a nation  that  did  righteousness, 
and  forsook  not  the  ordinance  of  their  God : 
they  ask  of  me  the  ordinances  of  justice  ; they 
take  delight  in  approaching  to  God.  Where- 
fore have  we  fasted,  say  they,  and  thou  seest 
not  ? Wherefore  have  we  afflicted  our  soul, 
and  thou  takest  no  knowledge?  Behold,  in 
the  day  of  your  fast  ye  find  pleasure,  and 
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exact  all  your  labours.  Behold,  ye  fast  for 
strife  and  debate,  and  to  smite  with  the  fist  of 
wickedness  : ye  shall  not  fast  as  ye  do  this 
day,  to  make  your  voice  to  be  heard  on  high. 
Is  it  such  a fast  that  I have  chosen  ? A day 
for  a man  to  afflict  his  soul?  Is  it  to  bow 
down  his  head  as  a bulrush,  and  to  spread 
sackcloth  and  ashes  under  him?  Wilt  thou 
call  this  a fast,  and  an  acceptable  day  to  the 
Lord  ? Is  this  not  the  fast  that  I have  chosen  ? 
To  loose  the  bands  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the 
heavy  burdens,  and  to  let  the  oppressed  go 
free,  and  that  ye  break  every  yoke?  Is  it  not 
to  deal  thy  bread  to  the  hungry,  and  that  thou 
bring  the  poor  that  are  cast  out  to  thy  house  ? 
When  thou  seest  the  naked,  that  thou  cover 
him  ; and  that  thou  hide  not  thyself  from  thine 
own  flesh? — Isaiah  Iviii.  1-7. 

Stand  in  the  gate  of  the  Lord’s  house,  and 
proclaim  there  this  word,  and  say,  Hear  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  all  ye  of  J udah,  that  enter  in 
at  these  gates  to  worship  the  Lord.  Thus  saith 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel,  Amend 
your  ways  and  your  doings,  and  I will  cause 
you  to  dwell  in  this  place.  Trust  ye  not  in 
-lying  words,  saying,  The  temple  of  the  Lord, 
The  temple  of  the  Lord,  The  temple  of  the 
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Lord,  are  these.  But  if  ye  throughly  amend 
your  ways  and  your  doings  ; if  ye  throughly 
execute  judgment  between  a man  and  his 
neighbour ; if  ye  oppress  not  the  stranger,  the 
fatherless,  and  the  widow,  and  shed  not  inno- 
cent blood  in  this  place,  neither  walk  after  other 
gods  to  your  hurt : then  will  I cause  you  to 
dwell  in  this  place,  in  the  land  that  I gave  to 
your  fathers,  for  ever  and  ever.  . . . 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of 
Israel ; Put  your  burnt  offerings  unto  your  sacri- 
fices, and  eat  flesh.  For  I spake  not  unto  your 
fathers,  nor  commanded  them  in  the  day  that 
I brought  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  con- 
cerning burnt  offerings  or  sacrifices : but  this 
thing  I commanded  them,  saying.  Obey  my 
voice,  and  I will  be  your  God,  and  ye  shall  be 
my  people  : and  walk  ye  in  all  the  ways  that  I 
have  commanded  you,  that  it  may  be  well  unto 
yoM.— Jeremiah  vii.  2-7  ; 21-23. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Let  not  the  wise  man 
glory  in  his  wisdom,  neither  let  the  mighty 
man  glory  in  his  might,  let  not  the  rich  man 
glory  in  his  riches  : but  let  him  that  glorieth 
glory  in  this,  that  he  understandeth  and 
knoweth  me,  that  I am  the  Lord  which  exer- 
cise lovingkindness,  judgment,  and  righteous- 
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ness,  in  the  earth  : for  in  these  things  I delight, 
saith  the  1.0x6..— Jeremiah  ix.  23,  24. 

Hear  this,  O ye  that  swallow  up  the  needy, 
even  to  make  the  poor  of  the  land  to  fail,  say- 
ing, When  will  the  new  moon  be  gone,  that  we 
may  sell  corn  ? and  the  sabbath,  that  we  may 
set  forth  wheat,  making  the  ephah  small,  and 
the  shekel  great,  and  falsifying  the  balances  by 
deceit  ? That  we  may  buy  the  poor  for  silver, 
and  the  needy  for  a pair  of  shoes ; yea,  and 
sell  the  refuse  of  the  wheat?  The  Lord  hath 
sworn  by  the  excellency  of  Jacob,  Surely  I will 
never  forget  any  of  their  works. 

Amos  viii.  4-7. 

Seek  the  Lord,  and  ye  shall  live.  . . . Seek 
him  that  maketh  the  seven  stars  and  Orion, 
and  turneth  the  shadow  of  death  into  the  morn- 
ing, and  maketh  the  day  dark  with  night : that 
calleth  for  the  waters  of  the  sea,  and  poureth 
them  out  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  : the  Lord 
is  his  name.  . . . 

Forasmuch  therefore  as  your  treading  is  upon 
the  poor,  and  ye  take  from  him  burdens  of 
wheat : ye  have  built  houses  of  hewn  stone, 
but  ye  shall  not  dwell  in  them  ; ye  have  planted 
pleasant  vineyards,  but  ye  shall  not  drink  wine 
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of  them.  For  I know  your  manifold  trans- 
gressions and  your  mighty  sins  : they  afflict 
the  just,  they  take  a bribe,  and  they  turn  aside 
the  poor  in  the  gate  from  their  right. 

Amos  V.  6,  8 ; ii,  I2. 

And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  Jonah 
the  second  time,  saying.  Arise,  go  unto  Nineveh, 
that  great  city,  and  preach  unto  it  the  preach- 
ing that  I bid  thee.  So  Jonah  arose,  and  went 
unto  Nineveh,  according  to  the  word  of  the 
Lord.  Now  Nineveh  was  an  exceeding  great 
city  of  three  days’ journey.  And  Jonah  began 
to  enter  into  the  city  a day’s  journey,  and  he 
cried,  and  said.  Yet  forty  days,  and  Nineveh 
shall  be  overthrown. 

So  the  people  of  Nineveh  believed  God,  and 
proclaimed  a fast,  and  put  on  sackcloth,  from 
the  greatest  of  them  even  to  the  least  of  them. 
For  word  came  unto  the  king  of  Nineveh,  and 
he  arose  from  his  throne,  and  he  laid  his  robe 
from  him,  and  covered  him  with  sackcloth, 
and  sat  in  ashes.  And  he  caused  it  to  be 
proclaimed  and  published  through  Nineveh  by 
the  decree  of  the  king  and  his  nobles,  saying. 
Let  neither  man  nor  beast,  herd  nor  flock, 
taste  any  thing  : let  them  not  feed,  nor  drink 
water : but  let  man  and  beast  be  covered  with 
sackcloth,  and  cry  mightily  unto  God : yea. 
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let  them  turn  every  one  from  his  evil  way, 
and  from  the  violence  that  is  in  their  hands. 
Who  can  tell  if  God  will  turn  and  repent,  and 
turn  away  from  his  fierce  anger,  that  we 
perish  not? 

A7td  God  saw  their  works ^ that  they  turned 
from  their  evil  way  j and  God  repented  of  the 
evil,  that  he  had  said  that  he  would  do  unto 
them  ; and  he  did  it  noX,^Jo7iah  iii. 
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Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  Hearken  not  unto 
the  words  of  the  prophets  that  prophesy  unto 
you : they  make  you  val7t,  they  speak  a vision  of 
their  own  heart  a7id  not  out  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Jeremiah  xxiii.  i6. 
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And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me, 
saying,  Son  of  man,  prophesy  against  the  shep- 
herds of  Israel,  prophesy,  and  say  unto  them, 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  unto  the  shepherds  : 
Woe  be  to  the  shepherds  of  Israel  that  do  feed 
themselves  ! should  not  the  shepherds  feed  the 
flocks  ? Ye  eat  the  fat,  and  ye  clothe  you  with 
the  wool,  ye  kill  them  that  are  fed  ; but  ye 
feed  not  the  flock.  The  diseased  have  ye  not 
strengthened,  neither  have  ye  healed  that  which 
was  sick,  neither  have  ye  bound  up  that  which 
was  broken,  neither  have  ye  brought  again  that 
which  was  driven  away,  neither  have  ye  sought 
that  which  was  lost  ; but  with  force  and  with 
cruelty  have  ye  ruled  them.  And  they  were 
scattered,  because  there  is  no  shepherd  : and 
they  became  meat  to  all  the  beasts  of  the  field, 
when  they  were  scattered.  My  sheep  wandered 
through  all  the  mountains,  and  upon  every  high 
hill  : yea,  my  flock  was  scattered  upon  all  the 
face  of  the  earth,  and  none  did  search  or  seek 
after  them. 

Therefore,  ye  shepherds,  hear  the  word  of  the 
Lord  ; as  I live,  saith  the  Lord  God,  surely 
because  my  flock  became  a prey,  and  my  flock 
became  meat  to  every  beast  of  the  field,  because 
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there  was  no  shepherd  ; neither  did  my  shep- 
herds search  for  my  flock,  but  the  shepherds 
fed  themselves,  and  fed  not  my  flock  : therefore, 
O ye  shepherds,  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord  ; 
thus  saith  the  Lord  God : Behold,  I am  against 
the  shepherds  ; and  I will  require  my  flock  at 
their  hand,  and  cause  them  to  cease  from  feed- 
ing the  flock  ; neither  shall  the  shepherds  feed 
themselves  any  more  ; for  I will  deliver  my 
flock  from  their  mouth,  that  they  may  not  be 
meat  for  them. 

For  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  : Behold  I, 
€ven  I,  will  both  search  my  sheep,  and  seek 
them  out.  As  a shepherd  seeketh  out  his 
flock,  in  the  day  that  he  is  among  his  sheep 
that  are  scattered ; so  will  I seek  out  my 
sheep,  and  will  deliver  them  out  of  all  places, 
where  they  have  been  scattered  in  the  cloudy 
and  dark  day.  And  I will  bring  them  out 
from  the  peoples,  and  gather  them  from  the 
countries,  and  will  bring  them  to  their  own 
land,  and  feed  them  upon  the  mountains  of 
Israel  by  the  rivers,  and  in  all  the  inhabited 
places  of  the  country.  I will  feed  them  in  a 
good  pasture,  and  upon  the  high  mountains  of 
Israel  shall  their  fold  be  : there  they  shall  lie 
in  a good  fold,  and  in  a fat  pasture  shall  they 
feed  upon  the  mountains  of  Israel.  I will  feed 
my  flock,  and  I will  cause  them  to  lie  down, 
saith  the  Lord  God.  I will  seek  that  which 
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was  lost,  and  bring  again  that  which  was  driven 
away,  and  will  bind  up  that  which  was  broken, 
and  will  strengthen  that  which  was  sick  : but  I 
will  destroy  the  fat  and  the  strong  ; I will  feed 
them  with  judgment.  And  as  for  you,  O my 
flock,  thus  saith  the  Lord  God ; Behold,  I judge 
between  cattle  and  cattle,  between  the  rams 
and  the  he-goats.  Seemeth  it  a small  thing 
unto  you  to  have  eaten  up  the  good  pasture, 
but  ye  must  tread  down  with  your  feet  the 
residue  of  your  pastures  ? And  to  have  drunk 
of  the  deep  waters,  but  ye  must  foul  the  residue 
with  your  feet  ? And  as  for  my  flock,  they  eat 
that  which  ye  have  trodden  with  your  feet ; and 
they  drink  that  which  ye  have  fouled  with  your 
feet. 

Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  unta 
them  ; Behold  I,  even  I,  will  judge  between  the 
fat  cattle  and  between  the  lean  cattle.  Because 
ye  have  thrust  with  side  and  with  shoulder,  and 
pushed  all  the  diseased  with  your  horns,  till  ye 
have  scattered  them  abroad  ; therefore  will  I 
save  my  flock,  and  they  shall  no  more  be  a 
prey ; and  I will  judge  between  cattle  and 
cattle.  And  I will  set  up  one  shepherd  over 
them,  and  he  shall  feed  them,  even  my  servant 
David ; he  shall  feed  them,  and  he  shall  be 
their  shepherd.  And  I the  Lord  will  be  their 
God,  and  my  servant  David  a prince  among 
them  : I the  Lord  have  spoken  it.  And  I will 
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make  with  them  a covenant  of  peace,  and  will 
cause  the  evil  beasts  to  cease  out  of  the  land  : 
and  they  shall  dwell  safely  in  the  wilderness, 
and  sleep  in  the  woods.  And  I will  make  them 
and  the  places  round  about  my  hill  a blessing  ; 
and  I will  cause  the  shower  to  come  down  in 
his  season  ; there  shall  be  showers  of  blessing. 
And  the  tree  of  the  field  shall  yield  her  fruit, 
and  the  earth  shall  yield  her  increase,  and  they 
shall  be  safe  in  their  land,  and  shall  know  that 
I am  the  Lord,  when  I have  broken  the  bands 
of  their  yoke,  and  delivered  them  out  of  the 
hand  of  those  that  served  themselves  of  them. 
And  they  shall  no  more  be  a prey  to  the 
heathen,  neither  shall  the  beasts  of  the  land 
devour  them  : but  they  shall  dwell  safely,  and 
none  shall  make  them  afraid.  And  I will  raise 
up  for  them  a plant  of  renown,  and  they  shall 
be  no  more  consumed  with  hunger  in  the  land, 
neither  bear  the  shame  of  the  heathen  any 
more.  Thus  shall  they  know  that  I the  Lord 
their  God  am  with  them,  and  that  they,  even  the 
house  of  Israel,  are  my  people,  saith  the  Lord 
God.  And  ye  my  flock,  the  flock  of  my  pasture, 
are  men,  and  I am  your  God,  saith  the  Lord  God. 

Ezekiel  xxxiv. 

Woe  be  unto  the  pastors  that  destroy  and 
scatter  the  sheep  of  my  pasture,  saith  the 
Lord.  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of 
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Israel  against  the  pastors  that  feed  my  people  ; 
Ye  have  scattered  my  flock,  and  driven  them 
away,  and  have  not  visited  them  : behold,  I 
will  visit  upon  you  the  evil  of  your  doings,  saith 
the  Lord.  And  I will  gather  the  remnant  of 
my  flock  out  of  all  countries  whither  I have 
driven  them,  and  will  bring  them  again  to  their 
folds  ; and  they  shall  be  fruitful  and  increase. 
And  I will  set  up  shepherds  over  them  which 
shall  feed  them  : and  they  shall  fear  no  more, 
nor  be  dismayed,  neither  shall  they  be  lacking, 
saith  the  Lord.— Jeremm/i  xxiii.  1-4. 

Howl,  ye  shepherds,  and  cry ; and  wallow 
yourselves  in  the  dust,  ye  noble  ones  of 
the  flock : for  the  days  of  your  slaughter  and 
of  your  dispersions  are  accomplished  ; and  ye 
shall  fall  like  a precious  vessel.  And  the  shep- 
herds shall  have  no  way  to  flee,  nor  the  noble 
ones  of  the  flock  to  escape.  A voice  of  the  cry  of 
the  shepherds,  and  an  howling  of  the  noble  ones 
of  the  flock,  shall  be  heard  : for  the  Lord  hath 
spoiled  their  pa.stuYe.—/eremza/i  xxv.  34-36. 

Woe  to  the  worthless  shepherd  that  leaveth 
the  flock ! The  sword  shall  be  upon  his  arm, 
and  upon  his  right  eye  : his  arm  shall  be  clean 
dried  up,  and  his  right  eye  shall  be  utterly 
darkened. — Zechariah  xi.  17. 
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Thou  hast  heard  itj  behold  all  this;  and ye^ 
will  ye  not  declare  itf  I have  shewed  thee  new 
things  from  this  time^  even  hiddeit  things^  which 
thou  hast  not  known.  6_ 
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THE  VINEYARD 

Now  I will  sing  to  my  well-beloved  a song  of 
my  beloved  touching  his  vineyard.  My  well- 
beloved  hath  a vineyard  in  a very  fruitful  hill : 
and  he  fenced  it,  and  gathered  out  the  stones 
thereof,  and  planted  it  with  the  choicest  vine, 
and  built  a tower  in  the  midst  of  it,  and  also 
made  a winepress  therein  : and  he  looked  that 
it  should  bring  forth  grapes,  and  it  brought  forth 
wild  grapes.  And  now,  O inhabitants  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  men  of  Judah,  judge,  I pray  you, 
betwixt  me  and  my  vineyard.  What  could 
have  been  done  more  to  my  vineyard,  that  I 
have  not  done  in  it  ? Wherefore,  when  I 
looked  that  it  should  bring  forth  grapes, 
brought  it  forth  wild  grapes?  And  now,  go 
to  ; I will  tell  you  what  I will  do  to  my 
vineyard : I will  take  away  the  hedge  thereof, 
and  it  shall  be  eaten  up  ; and  break  down  the 
wall  thereof,  and  it  shall  be  trodden  down  : and 
I will  lay  it  waste  : it  shall  not  be  pruned,  nor 
digged ; but  there  shall  come  up  briers  and 
thorns  : I will  also  command  the  clouds  that 
they  rain  no  rain  upon  it.  For  the  vineyard  of 
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the  Lord  of  hosts  is  the  house  of  Israel,  and 
the  men  of  Judah  his  pleasant  plant : and  he 
looked  for  judgment,  but  behold  oppression  ; 
for  righteousness,  but  behold  a cry. 

Isaiah  v.  1-7. 

THE  GOURD 

...  So  Jonah  went  out  of  the  city,  and  sat 
on  the  east  side  of  the  city,  and  there  made 
him  a booth,  and  sat  under  it  in  the  shadow,  till 
he  might  see  what  would  become  of  the  city. 
And  the  Lord  God  prepared  a gourd,  and 
made  it  come  up  over  Jonah,  that  it  might  be  a 
shadow  over  his  head,  to  deliver  him  from  his 
grief.  So  Jonah  was  exceeding  glad  of  the 
gourd.  But  God  prepared  a worm  when  the 
morning  rose  the  next  day, . and  ‘ it  smote 
the  gourd  that  it  withered.  And  it  came 
to  pass  when  the  sun  did  arise,  that  God 
prepared  a vehement  east  wind : and  the  sun 
beat  upon  the  head  of  Jonah,  that  he  fainted, 
and  wished  in  himself  to  die,  and  said.  It  is 
better  for  me  to  die  than  to  live.  And  God  said 
to  Jonah,  Doest  thou  well  to  be  angry  for  the 
gourd?  And  he  said,  I do  well  to  be  angry, 
even  unto  death.  Then  said  the  Lord,  Thou  hast 
had  pity  on  the  gourd,  for  the  which  thou  hast 
not  laboured,  neither  madest  it  grow  ; which 
came  up  in  a night,  and  perished  in  a night : 
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and  should  not  I spare  Nineveh,  that  great  city, 
wherein  are  more  than  six  score  thousand  per- 
sons that  cannot  discern  between  their  right 
hand  and  their  left  hand;  and  also  much  cattle? 

Jonah  iv.  5-1 1. 

THE  POTTER 

The  word  which  came  to  Jeremiah  from  the 
Lord,  saying.  Arise,  and  go  down  to  the  potter’s 
house,  and  there  I will  cause  thee  to  hear  my 
words.  Then  I went  down  to  the  potter’s 
house,  and,  behold,  he  wrought  a work  on  the 
wheels.  And  whensoever  the  vessel  that  he  made 
of  clay  was  marred  in  the  hand  of  the  potter,  he 
made  it  again  another  vessel,  as  seemed  good 
to  the  potter  to  make  it.  Then  the  word  of  the 
Lord  came  to  me,  saying,  O house  of  Israel, 
cannot  I do  with  you  as  this  potter?  saith  the 
Lord.  Behold,  as  the  clay  is  in  the  potter’s 
hand,  so  are  ye  in  mine  hand,  O house  of  Israel. 

Jeremiah  xviii.  1-6. 

THE  EAGLES  AND  THE  CEDAR 

And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me, 
saying.  Son  of  man,  put  forth  a riddle,  and 
speak  a parable  unto  the  house  of  Israel ; and 
say.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  : A great  eagle 
with  great  wings,  long  winged,  full  of  feathers. 
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which  had  divers  colours,  came  unto  Lebanon, 
and  took  the  highest  branch  of  the  cedar : he 
cropped  off  the  top  of  his  young  twigs,  and 
carried  it  into  a land  of  traffick  ; he  set  it  in  a 
city  of  merchants.  He  took  also  of  the  seed 
of  the  land,  and  planted  it  in  a fruitful  field ; 
he  placed  it  by  great  waters,  and  set  it  as  a 
willow  tree.  And  it  grew,  and  became  a spread- 
ing vine  of  low  stature,  whose  branches  turned 
toward  him,  and  the  roots  thereof  were  under 
him  ; so  it  became  a vine,  and  brought  forth 
branches,  and  shot  forth  sprigs.  There  was 
also  another  great  eagle  with  great  wings,  and 
many  feathers  : and,  behold,  this  vine  did  bend 
her  roots  toward  him,  and  shot  forth  her 
branches  toward  him,  that  he  might  water 
it  by  the  furrows  of  her  plantation.  It  was 
planted  in  a good  soil  by  great  waters,  that  it 
might  bring  forth  branches,  and  that  it  might 
bear  fruit,  that  it  might  be  a goodly  vine.  Say 
thou.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God : Shall  it  pros- 
per ? shall  he  not  pull  up  the  roots  thereof,  and 
cut  off  the  fruit  thereof,  that  it  wither  ? it  shall 
wither  in  all  the  leaves  of  her  spring,  even  with- 
out great  power  or  many  people  to  pluck  it 
up  by  the  roots  thereof.  Yea,  behold,  being 
planted,  shall  it  prosper?  shall  it  not  utterly 
wither,  when  the  east  wind  toucheth  it  ? it  shall 
wither  in  the  furrows  where  it  grew. 
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Thus  saith  the  Lord  God : I will  also  take  of 
the  highest  branch  of  the  high  cedar,  and  will 
set  it ; I will  crop  off  from  the  top  of  his  young 
twigs  a tender  one,  and  will  plant  it  upon  an 
high  mountain  and  eminent.  In  the  mountain 
of  the  height  of  Israel  will  I plant  it : and  it 
shall  bring  forth  boughs,  and  bear  fruit,  and  be 
a goodly  cedar : and  under  it  shall  dwell  all  fowl 
of  every  wing : in  the  shadow  of  the  branches 
thereof  shall  they  dwell.  And  all  the  trees  of 
the  fields  shall  know,  that  I the  Lord  have 
brought  down  the  high  tree,  have  exalted  the 
low  tree,  have  dried  up  the  green  tree,  and  have 
made  the  dry  tree  to  flourish  : I the  Lord  have 
spoken  and  have  done  it. 

Ezekiel  xvii.  i-io  ; 22-24. 

THE  DRY  BONES 

The  hand  of  the  Lord  was  upon  me,  and 
carried  me  out  in  the  spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  set 
me  down  in  the  midst  of  the  valley,  which  was 
full  of  bones,  and  caused  me  to  pass  by  them 
round  about  : and,  behold,  there  were  very 
many  in  the  open  valley  ; and,  lo,  they  were 
very  dry.  And  he  said  unto  me,  Son  of  man, 
can  these  bones  live  ? And  I answered,  O Lord 
God,  thou  knowest.  Again  he  said  unto  me. 
Prophesy  upon  these  bones,  and  say  unto  them. 
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O ye  dry  bones,  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord. 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  unto  these  bones, 
Behold,  I will  cause  breath  to  enter  into  you, 
and  ye  shall  live : and  I will  lay  sinews  upon 
you,  and  will  bring  up  flesh  upon  you,  and 
cover  you  with  skin,  and  put  breath  in  you,  and 
ye  shall  live  ; and  ye  shall  know  that  I am  the 
Lord.  So  I prophesied  as  I was  commanded  : 
and  as  I prophesied,  there  was  a noise,  and 
behold  a shaking,  and  the  bones  came  together, 
bone  to  his  bone.  And  when  I beheld,  lo,  the 
sinews  and  the  flesh  came  up  upon  them,  and 
the  skin  covered  them  above  : but  there  was  no 
breath  in  them.  Then  said  he  unto  me. 
Prophesy  unto  the  wind,  prophesy,  son  of  man, 
and  say  to  the  wind.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God, 
Come  from  the  four  winds,  O breath,  and 
breathe  upon  these  slain,  that  they  may  live. 
So  I prophesied  as  he  commanded  me,  and  the 
breath  came  into  them,  and  they  lived,  and 
stood  up  upon  their  feet,  an  exceeding  great 
army. 

Then  he  said  unto  me.  Son  of  man,  these 
bones  are  the  whole  house  of  Israel  : behold 
they  say,  Our  bones  are  dried,  and  our  hope 
is  lost ; we  are  cut  off  for  our  parts.  There- 
fore prophesy  and  say  unto  them.  Thus  saith 
the  Lord  God,  Behold,  O my  people,  I will 
open  your  graves,  and  cause  you  to  come  up 
out  of  your  graves,  and  bring  you  into  the 
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land  of  Israel.  And  ye  shall  know  that  I am 
the  Lord,  when  I have  opened  your  graves,  O 
my  people, -and  brought  you  up  out  of  your 
graves,  and  shall  put  my  spirit  in  you,  and  ye 
shall  live,  and  I shall  place  you  in  your  own 
land  : then  shall  ye  know  that  I the  Lord  have 
spoken  it,  and  performed  it,  saith  the  Lord. 

Ezekiel  xxxvii.  1-14. 

THE  GIRDLE 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  unto  me.  Go  and  get 
thee  a linen  girdle,  and  put  it  upon  thy  loins, 
and  put  it  not  in  water.  So  I got  a girdle 
according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  put  it 
on  my  loins.  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came 
unto  me  the  second  time,  saying.  Take  the  girdle 
that  thou  hast  got,  which  is  upon  thy  loins,  and 
arise,  go  to  Euphrates,  and  hide  it  there  in  a 
hole  of  the  rock.  So  I went  and  hid  it  by 
Euphrates,  as  the  Lord  commanded  me.  And 
it  came  to  pass  after  many  days,  that  the  Lord 
said  unto  me,  Arise,  go  to  Euphrates,  and  take 
the  girdle  from  thence,  which  I commanded 
thee  to  hide  there.  Then  I went  to  Euphrates, 
and  digged  and  took  the  girdle  from  the  place 
where  I had  hid  it : and,  behold,  the  girdle  was 
marred,  it  was  profitable  for  nothing.  Then 
the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying, 

G 


82  THE  HEBREW  PROPHETS 


Thus  saith  the  Lord,  After  this  manner  will  I 
mar  the  pride  of  Judah,  and  the  great  pride  of 
Jerusalem.  This  evil  people  which  refuse  to 
hear  my  words,  which  walk  in  the  imagination 
of  their  heart,  and  walk  after  other  gods,  to 
serve  them,  and  to  worship  them,  shall  even  be 
as  this  girdle,  which  is  good  for  nothing.  For 
as  the  girdle  cleaveth  to  the  loins  of  a man,  so 
I caused  to  cleave  unto  me  the  whole  house 
of  Israel  and  the  whole  house  of  Judah,  saith 
the  Lord;  that  they  might  be  unto  me  for  a 
people,  and  for  a name,  and  for  a praise,  and 
for  a glory  : but  thev  would  not  hear. 

Jeremiah  xiii.  i-ii. 


ISRAEL,  THE  SERVANT 
OF  THE  LORD 

And  they  shall  call  them^  The  holy  people^  the 
redeemed  of  the  Lord:  and  thou  shalt  be  called 
Sought  out^  a city  not  forsaken. 

Isaiah  Ixii.  12. 


ISRAEL,  THE  SERVANT  OF 
THE  LORD 


But  thou,  Israel,  my  servant,  Jacob  whom  I 
have  chosen,  the  seed  of  Abraham  my  friend  ; 
thou  whom  I have  taken  hold  of  from  the  ends 
of  the  earth,  and  called  thee  from  the  corners 
thereof,  and  said  unto  thee.  Thou  art  my  ser- 
vant, I have  chosen  thee  and  not  cast  thee  away ; 
fear  thou  not,  for  I am  with  thee ; be  not  dis- 
mayed, for  I am  thy  God  ; I will  strengthen 
thee ; yea,  I will  help  thee  ; yea,  I will  uphold 
thee  with  the  right  hand  of  my  righteousness. 
Behold,  all  they  that  are  incensed  against 
thee  shall  be  ashamed  and  confounded : they 
that  strive  with  thee  shall  be  as  nothing,  and 
shall  perish.  Thou  shalt  seek  them,  and  shalt 
not  find  them,  even  them  that  contend  with 
thee  : they  that  war  against  thee  shall  be  as 
nothing,  and  as  a thing  of  nought.  For  I the 
Lord  thy  God  will  hold  thy  right  hand,  saying 
unto  thee.  Fear  not ; I will  help  thee.  Fear 
not,  thou  worm  Jacob,  and  ye  men  of  Israel ; I 
will  help  thee,  saith  the  Lord,  and  thy  redeemer 
is  the  Holy  One  of  Israel. — Isaiah  xli.  8-14. 
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But  now  thus  saith  the  Lord  that  created 
thee,  O Jacob,  and  he  that  formed  thee,  O 
Israel : Fear  not,  for  I have  redeemed  thee  ; I 
have  called  thee  by  my  name,  thou  art  mine. 
When  thou  passest  through  the  waters,  I will 
be  with  thee ; and  through  the  rivers,  they  shall 
not  overflow  thee  : when  thou  walkest  through 
the  fire,  thou  shalt  not  be  burned  ; neither  shall 
the  flame  kindle  upon  thee.  For  I am  the 
Lord  thy  God,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  thy 
saviour ; I have  given  Egypt  as  thy  ransom, 
Ethiopia  and  Seba  for  thee.  Since  thou  hast 
been  precious  in  my  sight,  and  honourable,  and 
I have  loved  thee  ; therefore  will  I give  men 
for  thee,  and  peoples  for  thy  life.  Fear  not ; 
for  I am  with  thee  : I will  bring  thy  seed  from 
the  east,  and  gather  thee  from  the  west ; I will 
say  to  the  north.  Give  up ; and  to  the  south. 
Keep  not  back  ; bring  my  sons  from  far,  and 
my  daughters  from  the  end  of  the  earth.  . . . 

Ye  are  my  witnesses,  saith  the  Lord,  and  my 
servant  whom  I have  chosen  : that  ye  may 
know  and  believe  me,  and  understand  that  I 
am  he  ; before  me  there  was  no  God  formed, 
neither  shall  there  be  after  me.  I,  even  I,  am 
the  Lord : and  beside  me  there  is  no  saviour. 
I have  declared,  and  I have  saved,  and  I have 
shewed,  and  there  was  no  strange  god  among 
you : therefore  ye  are  my  witnesses,  saith  the 
Lord,  and  I am  God.  Yea,  since  the  day  was 
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I am  he ; and  there  is  none  that  can  deliver  out 
of  my  hand  : I will  work,  and  who  shall  let  it  ? 

Isaiah  xliii.  1-6  ; 10-13. 

Yet  now  hear,  O Jacob  my  servant ; and 
Israel,  whom  I have  chosen  : thus  saith  the 
Lord  that  made  thee,  and  formed  thee  from  the 
womb,  who  will  help  thee : Fear  not,  O Jacob 
my  servant ; and  thou,  Jeshurun,  whom  I have 
chosen.  For  I will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is 
thirsty,  and  streams  upon  the  dry  ground : I 
will  pour  my  spirit  upon  thy  seed,  and  my  bless- 
ing upon  thine  offspring  : and  they  shall  spring 
up  among  the  grass,  as  willows  by  the  water- 
courses. One  shall  say,  I am  the  Lord’s  ; and 
another  shall  call  himself  by  the  name  of 
Jacob ; and  another  shall  subscribe  with  his 
hand  unto  the  Lord,  and  surname  himself  by 
the  name  of  Israel.  . . . 

Remember  these  things,  O Jacob ; and  Israel, 
for  thou  art  my  servant : I have  formed  thee  : 
thou  art  my  servant : O Israel,  thou  shalt  not 
be  forgotten  of  me.  I have  blotted  out,  as  a 
thick  cloud,  thy  transgressions,  and,  as  a cloud, 
thy  sins  : return  unto  me,  for  I have  redeemed 
thee.  Sing,  O ye  heavens,  for  the  Lord  hath 
done  it ; shout,  ye  lower  parts  of  the  earth  ; 
break  forth  into  singing,  ye  mountains,  O 
forest,  and  every  tree  therein : for  the  Lord  hath 
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redeemed  Jacob,  and  will  glorify  himself  in 
Israel. — Isaiah  xliv.  1-5  ; 21-23. 

For  Zion’s  sake  will  I not  hold  my  peace,  and 
for  Jerusalem’s  sake  I will  not  rest,  until  her 
righteousness  go  forth  as  brightness,  and  her 
salvation  as  a lamp  that  burneth.  And  the 
nations  shall  see  thy  righteousness,  and  all 
kings  thy  glory  : and  thou  shalt  be  called  by  a 
new  name,  which  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  shall 
name.  Thou  shalt  also  be  a crown  of  beauty 
in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  a royal  diadem  in 
the  hand  of  thy  God.  Thou  shalt  no  more  be 
termed  Forsaken  ; neither  shall  thy  land  any 
more  be  termed  Desolate  : but  thou  shalt  be 
called  Hephzi-bah,  and  thy  land  Beulah  : for 
the  Lord  delighteth  in  thee,  and  thy  land  shall 
be  married.  For  as  a young  man  marrieth  a 
virgin,  so  shall  thy  sons  marry  thee : and  as 
the  bridegroom  rejoiceth  over  the  bride,  so 
shall  thy  God  rejoice  over  thee. 

Isaiah^  Ixii.  1-5. 

Behold  my  servant,  whom  I uphold ; my 
chosen,  in  whom  my  soul  delighteth ; I have 
put  my  spirit  upon  him  ; he  shall  bring  forth 
judgment  to  the  nations.  He  shall  not  cry, 
nor  lift  up,  nor  cause  his  voice  to  be  heard  in 
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the  street.  A bruised  reed  shall  he  not  break, 
and  the  smoking  flax  shall  he  not  quench : he 
shall  bring  forth  judgment  in  truth.  He  shall 
not  fail  nor  be  discouraged,  till  he  have  set 
judgment  in  the  earth  ; and  the  isles  shall  wait 
for  his  law.  Thus  saith  God  the  Lord,  he  that 
created  the  heavens,  and  stretched  them  forth  ; 
he  that  spread  abroad  the  earth  and  that  which 
cometh  out  of  it ; he  that  giveth  breath  unto 
the  people  upon  it,  and  spirit  to  them  that  walk 
therein  : I the  Lord  have  called  thee  in  righte- 
ousness, and  will  hold  thine  hand,  and  will  keep 
thee,  and  give  thee  for  a covenant  of  the  people, 
for  a light  of  the  nations ; to  open  the  blind 
eyes,  to  bring  out  the  prisoners  from  the 
dungeon,  and  them  that  sit  in  darkness  out  of 
the  prison  house. — Isaiah  xlii.  1-7. 

Listen,  O isles,  unto  me  ; and  hearken,  ye 
peoples,  from  far ; the  Lord  hath  called  me 
from  the  womb  ; from  the  bowels  of  my  mother 
hath  he  made  mention  of  my  name  : and  he 
hath  made  my  mouth  like  a sharp  sword,  in  the 
shadow  of  his  hand  hath  he  hid  me ; and  he 
hath  made  me  a polished  shaft,  in  his  quiver 
hath  he  kept  me  close  : and  he  said  unto  me. 
Thou  art  my  servant ; Israel,  in  whom  I will 
be  glorified.  But  I said,  I have  laboured  in 
vain,  I have  spent  my  strength  for  nought  and 
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vanity:  yet  surely  my  judgment  is  with  the 
Lord,  and  my  recompense  with  my  God.  And 
now  saith  the  Lord  that  formed  me  from  the 
womb  to  be  his  servant,  to  bring  Jacob  again 
to  him,  and  that  Israel  be  gathered  unto  him  : 
(for  I am  honourable  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord, 
and  my  God  is  become  my  strength  : ) yea,  he 
saith.  It  is  too  light  a thing  that  thou  shouldest 
be  my  servant  to  raise  up  the  tribes  of  Jacob, 
and  to  restore  the  preserved  of  Israel : I will 
also  give  thee  for  a light  to  the  nations,  that 
thou  mayest  be  my  salvation  unto  the  end  of 
the  earth.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  redeemer 
of  Israel,  and  his  Holy  One,  to  him  whom  man 
despiseth,  to  him  whom  the  nation  abhorreth, 
to  a servant  of  rulers  : Kings  shall  see  and 
arise  ; princes,  and  they  shall  worship  ; because 
of  the  Lord  that  is  faithful,  even  the  Holy  One 
of  Israel,  who  hath  chosen  thee. 

Isaiah  xlix.  1-7. 

The  Lord  God  hath  given  me  the  tongue  of 
them  that  are  taught,  that  I should  know  how 
to  sustain  with  words  him  that  is  weary  : he 
wakeneth  morning  by  morning,  he  wakeneth 
mine  ear  to  hear  as  they  that  are  taught.  The 
Lord  God  hath  opened  mine  ear,  and  I was  not 
rebellious,  neither  turned  away  backward.  I 
gave  my  back  to  the  smiters,  and  my  cheeks  to 
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them  that  plucked  off  the  hair : I hid  not  my 
face  from  shame  and  spitting.  For  the  Lord 
God  will  help  me  ; therefore  have  I not  been 
confounded  : therefore  have  I set  my  face  like  a 
flint,  and  I know  that  I shall  not  be  ashamed. 

Isaiah  1.  4-7. 

Behold,  my  servant  shall  deal  wisely,  he  shall 
be  exalted  and  lifted  up,  and  shall  be  very  high. 
Like  as  many  were  astonied  at  thee,  (his 
visage  was  so  marred  more  than  any  man,  and 
his  form  more  than  the  sons  of  men,)  so  shall 
he  startle  many  nations  ; kings  shall  shut 
their  mouths  at  him  : for  that  which  had  not 
been  told  them  shall  they  see  ; and  that  which 
they  had  not  heard  shall  they  understand. 

Who  hath  believed  our  report  ? And  to  whom 
hath  the  arm  of  the  Lord  been  revealed?  For 
he  grew  up  before  him  as  a tender  plant,  and  as 
a root  out  of  a dry  ground : he  hath  no  form 
nor  comeliness  ; and  when  we  see  him,  there  is 
no  beauty  that  we  should  desire  him.  He  was 
despised,  and  rejected  of  men  ; a man  of 
sorrows,  and  acquainted  with  grief : and  as  one 
from  whom  men  hide  their  face  he  was  despised, 
and  we  esteemed  him  not. 

Surely  he  hath  borne  our  griefs,  and  carried 
our  sorrows  : yet  we  did  esteem  him  stricken, 
smitten  of  God,  and  afflicted.  But  he  was 
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wounded  for  our  transgressions,  he  was  bruised 
for  our  iniquities : the  chastisement  of  our 
peace  was  upon  him  ; and  with  his  stripes  we 
are  healed.  All  we  like  sheep  have  gone  astray ; 
we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way  ; and 
the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of 
us  all. 

He  was  oppressed,  yet  he  humbled  himself 
and  opened  not  his  mouth ; as  a lamb  that  is 
led  to  the  slaughter,  and  as  a sheep  that  before 
her  shearers  is  dumb ; yea,  he  opened  not  his 
mouth.  By  oppression  and  judgment  he  was 
taken  away ; and  as  for  his  generation,  who 
among  them  considered  that  he  was  cut  off 
out  of  the  land  of  the  living?  For  the  trans- 
gression of  my  people  was  he  stricken.  And 
they  made  his  grave  with  the  wicked,  and 
with  the  rich  in  his  death  ; although  he  had 
done  no  violence,  neither  was  any  deceit  in 
his  mouth. 

Yet  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  bruise  him  ; he 
hath  put  him  to  grief:  when  thou  shalt  make 
his  soul  an  offering  for  sin,  he  shall  see  his 
seed,  he  shall  prolong  his  days,  and  the 
pleasure  of  the  Lord  shall  prosper  in  his  hand. 
He  shall  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  and 
shall  be  satisfied ; by  his  knowledge  shall  my 
righteous  servant  justify  many : and  he  shall 
bear  their  iniquities.  Therefore  will  I divide 
him  a portion  with  the  great,  and  he  shall 
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divide  the  spoil  with  the  strong ; because  he 
poured  out  his  soul  unto  death,  and  was 
numbered  with  the  transgressors  : yet  he  bare 
the  sin  of  many,  and  made  intercession  for  the 
transgressors. — Isaiah  lii.  13-15  ; liii. 


THE  DAY  OF  THE  LORD 

Behold  the  days  come,  saith  the  Lord  God, 
that  I will  send  a fainine  in  the  land,  not  a 
famine  of  bread,  nor  a thirst  for  water;  but 
of  hearing  the  words  of  the  Lord. 

Amos  viii.  ii. 


THE  DAY  OF  THE  LORD 


Hold  thy  peace  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord 
God  : for  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  at  hand  : for 
the  Lord  hath  prepared  a sacrifice,  he  hath 
bid  his  guests.  . . . 

The  great  day  of  the  Lord  is  near,  it  is  near, 
and  hasteth  greatly,  even  the  voice  of  the  day 
of  the  Lord  : the  mighty  man  shall  cry  there 
bitterly.  That  day  is  a day  of  wrath,  a day  of 
trouble  and  distress,  a day  of  wasteness  and 
desolation,  a day  of  darkness  and  gloominess, 
a day  of  clouds  and  thick  darkness. 

Zephaniah  i.  7 ; 14,  15. 

Before  the  decree  bring  forth,  before  the 
day  pass  as  the  chaff,  before  the  fierce  anger 
of  the  Lord  come  upon  you,  before  the  day 
of  the  Lord’s  anger  come  upon  3^ou.  Seek  ye 
the  Lord,  all  ye  meek  of  the  earth,  which  have 
wrought  his  judgment  ; seek  righteousness, 
seek  meekness  : it  may  be  ye  shall  be  hid  in 
the  day  of  the  Lord’s  anger. 

Zephaniah  ii.  2,  3. 
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Sanctify  ye  a fast,  call  a solemn  assembly, 
gather  the  elders  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
land  into  the  house  of  the  Lord  your  God,  and 
cry  unto  the  Lord,  Alas  for  the  day  ! for  the  day 
of  the  Lord  is  at  hand,  and  as  a destruction 
from  the  Almighty  shall  it  come. 

Joel\.  14,  15. 

Therefore  the  Lord,  the  God  of  hosts,  the 
Lord,  saith  thus  : Wailing  shall  be  in  all  the 
streets  : and  they  shall  say  in  all  the  highways, 
Alas  ! Alas  ! and  they  shall  call  the  husband- 
men to  mourning,  and  such  as  are  skilful  of 
lamentation  to  wailing.  And  in  all  vineyards 
shall  be  wailing  : for  I will  pass  through  thee, 
saith  the  Lord.  Woe  unto  you  that  desire  the 
day  of  the  Lord  ! To  what  end  is  it  for  you  ? 
The  day  of  the  Lord  is  darkness  and  not  light. 
As  if  a man  did  flee  from  a lion,  and  a bear  met 
him  ; or  went  into  the  house,  and  leaned  his 
hand  on  the  wall,  and  a serpent  bit  him.  Shall 
not  the  day  of  the  Lord  be  darkness  and  not 
light  ? even  very  dark,  and  no  brightness  in  it  ? 

Amos  V.  16-20. 

...  For  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  near  in  the 
valley  of  decision.  The  sun  and  the  moon  shall 
be  darkened,  and  the  stars  shall  withdraw  their 
shining.  The  Lord  also  shall  roar  out  of  Zion, 
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and  utter  his  voice  from  Jerusalem;  and  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  shall  shake  : but  the  Lord 
will  be  the  hope  of  his  people,  and  the  strength 
of  the  children  of  Israel.— iii.  14-16. 

Behold,  I will  send  my  messenger  and  he 
shall  prepare  the  way  before  me  : and  the  Lord, 
whom  ye  seek,  shall  suddenly  come  to  his 
temple,  even  the  messenger  of  the  covenant, 
whom  ye  delight  in  ; behold,  he  shall  come, 
saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.  But  who  may  abide 
the  day  of  his  coming?  and  who  shall  stand 
when  he  appeareth?  For  he  is  like  a refiner’s 
fire  and  like  fuller’s  soap  : and  he  shall  sit  as  a 
refiner  and  purifier  of  silver : and  he  shall  purify 
the  sons  of  Levi,  and  purge  them  as  gold  and 
silver,  that  they  may  offer  unto  the  Lord  an 
offering  in  righteousness. 

And  I will  come  near  to  you  in  judgment ; 
and  I will  be  a swift  witness  against  the  sorcer- 
ers, and  against  the  adulterers,  and  against  false 
swearers,  and  against  those  that  oppress  the 
hireling  in  his  wages,  the  widow,  and  the  father- 
less, and  that  turn  aside  the  stranger  from 
his  right,  and  fear  not  me,  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts.  For  I am  the  Lord,  I change  not;  there- 
fore ye  sons  of  Jacob  are  not  consumed. 


loo  THE  HEBREW  PROPHETS 

Then  they  that  feared  the  Lord  spake  often 
one  to  another : and  the  Lord  hearkened,  and 
heard  it,  and  a book  of  remembrance  was  written 
before  him  for  them  that  feared  the  Lord,  and 
that  thought  upon  his  name.  And  they  shall  be 
mine,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  in  that  day  when 
I make  up  my  jewels  ; and  I will  spare  them, 
as  a man  spareth  his  own  son  that  serveth  him. 

Malachi  iii.  1-3  ; 5,  6 ; 16,  17. 

Enter  into  the  rock,  and  hide  thee  in  the 
dust,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of 
his  majesty.  The  lofty  looks  of  man  shall  be 
humbled,  and  the  haughtiness  of  men  shall  be 
bowed  down,  and  the  Lord  alone  shall  be  exalted 
in  that  day.  For  the  day  of  the  Lord  of  hosts 
shall  be  upon  every  one  that  is  proud  and  lofty 
and  upon  every  one  that  is  lifted  up ; and  he 
shall  be  brought  low  : 

And  they  shall  go  into  the  holes  of  the  rocks, 
and  into  the  caves  of  the  earth,  for  fear  of  the 
Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  majesty,  when  he 
ariseth  to  shake  terribly  the  earth. 

Cease  ye  from  man,  whose  breath  is  in  his 
nostrils:  for  wherein  is  he  to  be  accounted  of? 

Isaiah  ii.  10-12,  19,  22. 
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Blow  ye  the  trumpet  in  Zion,  and  sound  an 
alarm  in  my  holy  mountain : let  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  land  tremble : for  the  day  of 
the  Lord  cometh,  for  it  is  nigh  at  hand ; a day 
of  darkness  and  of  gloominess,  a day  of  clouds 
and  of  thick  darkness,  as  the  morning  spread 
upon  the  mountains  : a great  people  and  a 
strong : there  hath  not  been  ever  the  like, 
neither  shall  be  any  more  after  it,  even  to  the 
years  of  many  generations.  A fire  devoureth 
before  them,  and  behind  them  a flame  burneth : 
the  land  is  as  the  garden  of  Eden  before  them, 
and  behind  them  a desolate  wilderness  ; yea, 
and  nothing  shall  escape  them.  . . . And  the 
Lord  shall  utter  his  voice  before  his  army  : for 
his  camp  is  very  great : for  he  is  strong  that 
executeth  his  word  : for  the  day  of  the  Lord  is 
great  and  very  terrible  ; and  who  can  abide  it  ? 

Joel  ii.  1-3  ; ii. 
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The  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  shall 
be  glad j and  the  desert  shall  rejoice^  and 
blossom  as  the  7^ose.  It  shall  blossom  abundantly^ 
a7id  rejoice  even  with  joy  and  singing j the 
glory  of  Lebanon  shall  be  given  imto  it,  the 
excellency  of  Carmel  and  Sharon  j they  shall  see 
the  glory  of  the  Lord^  and  the  excellency  of  our 
^od.  Isaiah  xxxv.  i,  2. 
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And  there  shall  come  forth  a rod  out  of  the 
stem  of  Jesse,  and  a branch  shall  grow  out  of 
his  roots  : and  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  rest 
upon  him,  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  understand- 
ing, the  spirit  of  counsel  and  might,  the  spirit 
of  knowledge,  and  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord  ; and 
shall  make  him  of  quick  understanding  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord : and  he  shall  not  judge  after 
the  sight  of  his  eyes,  neither  reprove  after  the 
hearing  of  his  ears  : but  with  righteousness 
shall  he  judge  the  poor,  and  reprove  with  equity 
for  the  meek  of  the  earth  : and  he  shall  smite 
the  earth  with  the  rod  of  his  mouth,  and  with 
the  breath  of  his  lips  shall  he  slay  the  wicked* 
And  righteousness  shall  be  the  girdle  of  his 
loins,  and  faithfulness  the  girdle  of  his  reins. 
The  wolf  also  shall  dwell  with  the  lamb,  and 
the  leopard  shall  lie  down  with  the  kid  ; and 
the  calf  and  the  young  lion,  and  the  fading 
together ; and  a little  child  shall  lead  them. 
And  the  cow  and  the  bear  shall  feed  ; their 
young  ones  shall  lie  down  together  ; and  the 
lion  shall  eat  straw  like  the  ox.  And  the  suck- 
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ing  child  shall  play  on  the  hole  of  the  asp,  and 
the  weaned  child  shall  put  his  hand  on  the 
cockatrice’  den.  They  shall  not  hurt  nor 
destroy  in  all  my  holy  mountain  : for  the  earth 
shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as 
the  waters  cover  the  sea. — Isaiah  xi.  1-9. 

The  people  that  walked  in  darkness  have 
seen  a great  light : they  that  dwell  in  the  land 
of  the  shadow  of  death,  upon  them  hath  the 
light  shined.  Thou  hast  multiplied  the  nation, 
and  increased  the  joy:  they  Joy  before  thee 
according  to  the  joy  in  harvest,  and  as  men  re- 
joice when  they  divide  the  spoil.  For  thou 
hast  broken  the  yoke  of  his  burden,  and  the 
staff  of  his  shoulder,  the  rod  of  his  oppressor, 
as  in  the  day  of  Midian.  For  every  battle  of 
the  warrior  is  with  confused  noise,  and  gar- 
ments rolled  in  blood ; but  this  shall  be  with 
burning  and  fuel  of  fire.  For  unto  us  a child  is 
born,  unto  us  a son  is  given  : and  the  govern- 
ment shall  be  upon  his  shoulder:  and  his 
name  shall  be  called  Wonderful  Counsellor, 
mighty  God,  everlasting  Father,  Prince  of 
Peace.  Of  the  increase  of  his  government 
and  peace  there  shall  be  no  end,  upon  the 
throne  of  David,  and  upon  his  kingdom,  to 
order  it,  and  to  establish  it  with  judgment  and 
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with  justice  from  henceforth  even  for  ever. 
The  zeal  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  will  perform  this. 

Isaiah  ix.  2-7. 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days, 
that  the  mountain  of  the  Lord’s  house  shall  be 
established  in  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and 
shall  be  exalted  above  the  hills;  and  all  nations 
shall  flow  unto  it.  And  many  peoples  shall  go 
and  say.  Come  ye,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the 
mountain  of  the  Lord,  to  the  house  of  the  God 
of  Jacob ; and  he  will  teach  us  of  his  ways,  and 
we  will  walk  in  his  paths : for  out  of  Zion  shall 
go  forth  the  law,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from 
Jerusalem.  And  he  shall  judge  among  the 
nations,  and  shall  rebuke  many  people  : and 
they  shall  beat  their  swords  into  ploughshares, 
and  their  spears  into  pruning-hooks : nation 
shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither 
shall  they  learn  war  any  more. 

Isaiah  ii.  2-4. 

Sing,  O barren,  thou  that  didst  not  bear;  break 
forth  into  singing,  and  cry  aloud,  thou  that 
didst  not  travail  with  child:  for  more  are  the 
children  of  the  desolate  than  the  children  of 
the  married  wife,  saith  the  Lord.  Enlarge  the 
place  of  thy  tent,  and  let  them  stretch  forth 
the  curtains  of  thine  habitations ; spare  not : 
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lengthen  thy  cords,  and  strengthen  thy  stakes. 
For  thou  shalt  spread  abroad  on  the  right  hand 
and  on  the  left ; and  thy  seed  shall  possess  the 
nations,  and  make  the  desolate  cities  to  be  in- 
habited. Fear  not;  for  thou  shalt  not  be 
ashamed : neither  be  thou  confounded ; for 
thou  shalt  not  be  put  to  shame : for  thou  shalt 
forget  the  shame  of  thy  youth,  and  the  re- 
proach of  thy  widowhood  shalt  thou  remember 
no  more.  For  thy  Maker  is  thine  husband; 
the  Lord  of  hosts  is  his  name:  and  the  Holy 
One  of  Israel  is  thy  redeemer;  the  God  of  the 
whole  earth  shall  he  be  called.  For  the  Lord 
hath  called  thee  as  a wife  forsaken  and  grieved 
in  spirit,  even  a wife  of  youth,  when  she  is  cast 
off,  saith  thy  God.  . . . 

O thou  afflicted,  tossed  with  tempest,  and 
not  comforted,  behold,  I will  set  thy  stones  in 
fair  colours,  and  lay  thy  foundations  with  sap- 
phires. And  I will  make  thy  pinnacles  of 
rubies,  and  thy  gates  of  carbuncles,  and  all 
thy  border  of  pleasant  stones.  And  all  thy 
children  shall  be  taught  of  the  Lord ; and  great 
shall  be  the  peace  of  thy  children. 

Isaiah  liv.  i-6;  11-13. 

Rejoice  greatly,  O daughter  of  Zion  ; shout, 
O daughter  of  Jerusalem  : behold,  thy  King 
cometh  unto  thee : he  is  righteous  and  victorious ; 
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lowly,  and  riding  upon  an  ass,  and  upon  a 
colt  the  foal  of  an  ass.  And  I will  cut  off  the 
chariot  from  Ephraim  and  the  horse  from 
Jerusalem,  and  the  battle  bow  shall  be  cut  off : 
and  he  shall  speak  peace  unto  the  nations  : 
and  his  dominion  shall  be  from  sea  even  to 
sea,  and  from  the  river  even  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth. — Zechariah  ix.  9,  10. 

Arise,  shine ; for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon  thee.  For, 
behold,  the  darkness  shall  cover  the  earth,  and 
gross  darkness  the  peoples  : but  the  Lord  shall 
arise  upon  thee,  and  his  glory  shall  be  seen 
upon  thee.  And  the  nations  shall  come  to  thy 
light,  and  kings  to  the  brightness  of  thy  rising. 
Lift  up  thine  eyes  round  about,  and  see  : all  they 
gather  themselves  together,  they  come  to  thee  : 
thy  sons  shall  come  from  far,  and  thy  daugh- 
ters shall  be  nursed  at  thy  side.  Then  thou 
shalt  see,  and  flow  together,  and  thine  heart 
shall  throb,  and  be  enlarged;  because  the 
abundance  of  the  sea  shall  be  converted  unto 
thee,  the  wealth  of  the  nations  shall  come 
unto  thee.  The  multitude  of  the  camels  shall 
cover  thee,  the  dromedaries  of  Midian  and 
Ephah ; all  they  from  Sheba  shall  come  ; they 
shall  bring  gold  and  incense,  and  they  shall 
shew  forth  the  praises  of  the  Lord.  All  the 
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flocks  of  Kedar  shall  be  gathered  together  unto 
thee,  the  rams  of  Nebaioth  shall  minister  unto 
thee  : they  shall  come  up  with  acceptance  on 
mine  altar,  and  I will  glorify  the  house  of  my 
glory.  Who  are  these  that  fly  as  a cloud,  and 
as  the  doves  to  their  windows  ? Surely  the  isles 
shall  wait  for  me,  and  the  ships  of  Tarshish 
first,  to  bring  thy  sons  from  far,  their  silver  and 
their  gold  with  them,  unto  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  God,  and  to  the  Holy  One  of  Israel, 
because  he  hath  glorified  thee. 

And  the  sons  of  strangers  shall  build  up  thy 
walls,  and  their  kings  shall  minister  unto  thee  ; 
for  in  my  wrath  I smote  thee,  but  in  my  favour 
have  I had  mercy  on  thee.  Therefore  thy  gates 
shall  be  open  continually  ; they  shall  not  be  shut 
day  nor  night ; that  men  may  bring  unto  thee  the 
wealth  of  the  nations,  and  that  their  kings  may 
be  brought.  For  the  nation  and  kingdom  that 
will  not  serve  thee  shall  perish ; yea,  those 
nations  shall  be  utterly  wasted.  The  glory  of 
Lebanon  shall  come  unto  thee,  the  fir  tree, 
the  pine  tree,  and  the  box  together,  to  beautify 
the  place  of  my  sanctuary ; and  I will  make 
the  place  of  my  feet  glorious.  The  sons  also  of 
them  that  afflicted  thee  shall  come  bending 
unto  thee ; and  all  they  that  despised  thee 
shall  bow  themselves  down  at  the  soles  of  thy 
feet ; and  they  shall  call  thee.  The  city  of  the 
Lord,  The  Zion  of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel. 
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Whereas  thou  hast  been  forsaken  and  hated, 
so  that  no  man  went  through  thee,  I will  make 
thee  an  eternal  excellency,  a joy  of  many 
generations.  Thou  shalt  also  suck  the  milk  of 
the  nations,  and  shalt  suck  the  breast  of  kings : 
and  thou  shalt  know  that  I the  Lord  am  thy 
Saviour  and  thy  Redeemer,  the  mighty  One  of 
Jacob. 

For  brass  I will  bring  gold,  and  for  iron  I 
will  bring  silver,  and  for  wood  brass,  and  for 
stones  iron  ; I will  also  make  thy  officers  peace, 
and  thine  exactors  righteousness.  Violence 
shall  no  more  be  heard  in  thy  land,  wasting  nor 
destruction  within  thy  borders;  but  thou  shalt  call 
thy  walls  Salvation,  and  thy  gates  Praise.  The 
sun  shall  be  no  more  thy  light  by  day  ; neither 
for  brightness  shall  the  moon  give  light  unto 
thee ; but  the  Lord  shall  be  unto  thee  an  ever- 
lasting light,  and  thy  God  thy  glory.  Thy  sun 
shall  no  more  go  down  ; neither  shall  thy  moon 
withdraw  itself ; for  the  Lord  shall  be  thine 
everlasting  light,  and  the  days  of  thy  mourning 
shall  be  ended.  Thy  people  also  shall  be  all 
righteous  : they  shall  inherit  the  land  for  ever, 
the  branch  of  my  planting,  the  work  of  my 
hands,  that  I may  be  glorified.  A little  one 
shall  become  a thousand,  and  a small  one  a 
strong  nation  : I the  Lord  will  hasten  it  in  his 
time. — Isaiah  lx. 
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Behold,  the  days  come,  saith  the  Lord,  that 
I will  raise  unto  David  a righteous  Branch,  and 
a King  shall  reign  and  prosper,  and  shall  exe- 
cute judgment  and  justice  in  the  earth.  In  his 
days  Judah  shall  be  saved,  and  Israel  shall 
dwell  safely : and  this  is  his  name  whereby  he 
shall  be  called.  The  Lord  is  our  righteous 
Jeremiah  xxiii.  5,  6. 

And  in  that  day  thou  shalt  say,  O Lord,  I will 
praise  thee  : though  thou  wast  angry  with  me, 
thine  anger  is  turned  away,  and  thou  com- 
fortedst  me.  Behold,  God  is  my  salvation  ; I 
will  trust,  and  not  be  afraid  : for  the  Lord 
Jehovah  is  my  strength  and  my  song ; he 
also  is  become  my  salvation.  Therefore  with 
joy  shall  ye  draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of 
salvation.  And  in  that  day  shall  ye  say.  Praise 
the  Lord,  call  upon  his  name,  declare  his  doings 
among  the  peoples,  make  mention  that  his  name 
is  exalted.  Sing  unto  the  Lord ; for  he  hath 
done  excellent  things  : this  is  known  in  all  the 
earth.  Cry  out  and  shout,  thou  inhabitant  of 
Zion  : for  great  is  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  in 
the  midst  of  thee. — Isaiah  xii. 

Behold,  a king  shall  reign  in  righteousness, 
and  princes  shall  rule  in  judgment.  And  a 
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man  shall  be  as  an  hiding  place  from  the  wind, 
and  a covert  from  the  tempest ; as  rivers  of 
water  in  a dry  place,  as  the  shadow  of  a great 
rock  in  a weary  land.  And  the  eyes  of  them 
that  see  shall  not  be  dim,  and  the  ears  of  them 
that  hear  shall  hearken.  . . . Then  judgment 
shall  dwell  in  the  wilderness,  and  righteousness 
remain  in  the  fruitful  field.  And  the  work  of 
righteousness  shall  be  peace  ; and  the  effect  of 
righteousness,  quietness  and  assurance  for  ever. 
And  my  people  shall  dwell  in  a peaceable 
habitation,  and  in  sure  dwellings,  and  in  quiet 
resting  places. — Isaiah  xxxii.  1-3;  16-18. 

Also  the  sons  of  the  stranger,  that  join  them^ 
selves  to  the  Lord,  to  serve  him,  and  to  love 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  be  his  servants,  every 
one  that  keepeth  the  sabbath  from  polluting  it, 
and  taketh  hold  of  my  covenant ; even  them 
will  I bring  to  my  holy  mountain,  and  make 
them  joyful  in  my  house  of  prayer  : their  burnt 
offerings  and  their  sacrifices  shall  be  accepted 
upon  mine  altar  : for  mine  house  shall  be  called 
an  house  of  prayer  for  all  peoples.  The  Lord 
God  which  gathereth  the  outcasts  of  Israel 
saith,  Yet  will  I gather  others  to  him,  beside 
those  of  him  that  are  gathered. 

Isaiah  Ivi.  6-8. 
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In  those  days,  and  at  that  time,  will  I cause 
the  Branch  of  righteousness  to  grow  up  unto 
David ; and  he  shall  execute  judgment  and 
righteousness  in  the  land.  In  those  days  shall 
Judah  be  saved,  and  Jerusalem  shall  dwell 
safely  : and  this  is  the  name  whereby  she  shall 
be  called.  The  Lord  is  our  righteousness. 

Jeremiah  xxxiii.  15,  16. 

The  remnant  of  Israel  shall  not  do  iniquity, 
nor  speak  lies  ; neither  shall  a deceitful  tongue 
be  found  in  their  mouth  : for  they  shall  feed 
and  lie  down,  and  none  shall  make  them  afraid. 

. ...  At  that  time  will  I bring  you  again,  and 
at  that  time  will  I gather  you  : for  I will  make 
you  a name  and  a praise  among  all  peoples  of 
the  earth,  Avhen  I turn  back  your  captivity 
before  your  eyes,  saith  the  Lord. 

Zephaniah  iii.  13,  20. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord,  I am  returned  unto 
Zion,  and  will  dwell  in  the  midst  of  Jerusalem  : 
and  Jerusalem  shall  be  called  a city  of  truth  ; 
and  the  mountain  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  the  holy 
mountain.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.  There 
shall  yet  old  men  and  old  women  dwell  in  the 
streets  of  Jerusalem,  and  every  man  with  his 
staff  in  his  hand  for  very  age.  And  the  streets 
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of  the  city  shall  be  full  of  boys  and  girls  playing 
in  the  streets  thereof.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  If  it  be  marvellous  in  the  eyes  of  the 
remnant  of  this  people  in  those  days,  should  it 
also  be  marvellous  in  mine  eyes  ? saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  Behold, 
I will  save  my  people  from  the  east  country,  and 
from  the  west  country ; and  I will  bring  them, 
and  they  shall  dwell  in  the  midst  of  Jerusalem  : 
and  they  shall  be  my  people,  and  I will  be  their 
God,  in  truth  and  in  righteousness.  ...  Yea, 
many  peoples  and  strong  nations  shall  come  to 
seek  the  Lord  of  hosts  in  Jerusalem,  and  to 
pray  before  the  Lord.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts.  In  those  days  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that 
ten  men  shall  take  hold  out  of  all  languages  of 
the  nations,  even  shall  take  hold  of  the  skirt  of 
him  that  is  a Jew,  saying,  We  will  go  with  you  : 
for  we  have  heard  that  God  is  with  you. 

Zechariah  viii.  3-8  ; 22,  23. 

Strengthen  ye  the  weak  hands,  and  confirm 
the  feeble  knees.  Say  to  them  that  are  of  a 
fearful  heart.  Be  strong,  fear  not : behold,  your 
God  will  come  with  vengeance,  even  God  with  a 
recompense  ; he  will  come  and  save  you.  Then 
the  eyes  of  the  blind  shall  be  opened,  and  the 
ears  of  the  deaf  shall  be  unstopped.  Then  shall 
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the  lame  man  leap  as  an  hart,  and  the  tongue  of 
the  dumb  sing : for  in  the  wilderness  shall 
waters  break  out,  and  streams  in  the  desert. 
And  the  parched  ground  shall  become  a pool, 
and  the  thirsty  land  springs  of  water : in  the 
habitation  of  dragons,  where  each  lay,  shall  be 
grass  with  reeds  and  rushes.  And  an  highway 
shall  be  there,  and  a way,  and  it  shall  be  called 
The  way  of  holiness ; the  unclean  shall  not  pass 
over  it ; but  it  shall  be  for  those  : the  wayfaring 
men,  and  even  fools,  shall  not  err  therein.  No 
lion  shall  be  there,  nor  any  ravenous  beast  shall 
go  up  thereon,  it  shall  not  be  found  there  ; but 
the  redeemed  shall  walk  there  : and  the  ran- 
somed of  the  Lord  shall  return,  and  come  to 
Zion  with  songs  and  everlasting  joy  upon  their 
heads  : they  shall  obtain  joy  and  gladness,  and 
sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away. 

Isaiah  xxxv.  3-10. 

And  in  that  day  I will  make  a covenant  for 
them  with  the  beasts  of  the  field,  and  with  the 
fowls  of  heaven,  and  with  the  creeping  things  of 
the  ground : and  I will  break  the  bow  and  the 
sword  and  the  battle  out  of  the  earth,  and  make 
them  to  lie  down  safely.  And  I will  betroth 
thee  unto  me  for  ever ; yea,  I will  betroth  thee 
unto  me  in  righteousness,  and  in  judgment,  and 
in  lovingkindness,  and  in  mercies.  I will  even 
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betroth  thee  unto  me  in  faithfulness  : and  thou 
shalt  know  the  Lord. — Hosea  ii.  18-20. 

But  it  shall  be  one  day  which  shall  be  known 
to  the  Lord,  not  day,  nor  night : but  it  shall 
come  to  pass  that  at  evening  time  it  shall  be 
light.  And  it  shall  be  in  that  day,  that  living 
waters  shall  go  out  from  Jerusalem  ; half  of 
them  toward  the  eastern  sea,  and  half  of  them 
toward  the  western  sea ; in  summer  and  in  winter 
shall  it  be.  And  the  Lord  shall  be  King  over 
all  the  earth : in  that  day  the  Lord  shall  be 
One,  and  his  name  One. — Zechariah  xiv.  7-9. 
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